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PREFACE. 


N ſuch an age as this, when the heat of 

” vyainand unprofitable controyetfics has 

bred more ſcriblers, than a hot ſummer 

(inthe Comedians fimilec ) does flics , it 

- Might ſeem more rationa), according 

; 728 to Solomons rule, for prudent men to 

keep ſilence hen to vex themſelves and diſquict others 

with ſuch empty diſcourſcs,as rather cnlarge then com- 
poſe the ; fer of Gods peopic. It was a {ad age, 

Hh of Domitlan, of which the, Hiſtorian affirmeth;rhac 

| then 1nerti« pro ſapientis erat, Ignorance was the beſt 
knowledge, lazineſs and ſervility was the beſt dil:- 


gence z and we could wiſh this age did not too much 
reſemble that: But when we ſee cvery Marſyas with 
| anold Pipe of Ainerus's, dares contend with Apolo; 
that men # low and cficap abilities, arc roo 1ud and 
too hard for men of hg oiceft and beſt delign, cer- 
iinly 7nertia pro ſapientia erit, He's the beſt Ocator that 
infileace, and: he's the wiſeſt man, that keeps 


App:on, 


Plutarch. 


Pline. 


Seneca. © 
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we had con POS an MIS 19horance oY 
own ſphear, akd our pores had been viſible to no 
eyes but our own, But as Axtalcidas objected to Age- 
\ ſulans, The $ partans have made the Thebages fight whe- 
ther they would'or nb the exaſperations and bittergeſs 
of our brethren, have lent cowards courage, and pro- 
vok'd us to combire whether we would pr no; Miſe- 
rum eff pati nec literequerts"*Tis ahardccaſe to be hurt, 
and to hayeour moutties topr. ; to ſuffdr, and to be-ob- 
liged not to com plaitl; 2147 ham patit 47 tufwriam invi- 
fat aliam, *Fis a certain'tulewith the men of this per- 
(waſion . If y ou take a blow from-them on one cheek, 
you cannot be Chriſtians in their Calendex-vnlefs Yay 
turn the other alſo, We had welb hoped; +h8tr; what 
T»lly notes to be the cloquenee of -#1t1cMFs,> Reſponders 
ſciat me fibi dum taces, - one 'flencd) and\auropatiencg 


once told ciphy, th; 


might have been good Orators for iis 'to-haywe anſwery - 


ed the pretenſions of their power, the diſguiſes at-their 
popular diſcourſes, and the harſh proceedings $96wards 


us, but the more we ſuffercd, they triumphed the matey 


and becauſe it was our judgement and choice t9 {dwg} 
in filence ; they thought we either could not gr dur 
not ſpeak, But nemo nobis amicis uti-poteſt & 4aul&t ori+ 
bus, They ſhall find we are their friends, but-nottheir 


Paraſites ; we will ſpeak t thax truth whichi we! _ 
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The Preface, . © | 
ſtand; befeech the Food ſpirit. tolead them and. us-into 


altgryrl>y and if'this-mean and: inconſiderable ſeryice, 
we appeal tothe x 099, yitneſles within us;that we ſpeak: 


nothing out of pride or envy, or with unchriſtian re- 


fle&tons upon our ſufferings; but with @ hearty: deſire. 


off)peice, that they,or we may be conving'd, and atlaſk 
niterby:a-unity ofthe:ſpirit.in-the bond gf peace. ,.!- ,;;- 

i; Vethall abs $4 arttvhanqugy - r off the: 
whole houſe inthe'Porch; yet we ſhaklypretace a-reci-" 


tall of thoſe grievances, which made: us' open, our 
0 


mouths in this diſcourſe, Ne extorqueretur n0bis Cau- 
ſa:Enais Cort & patracinis, leſt we might fcem to fear the 


Giantof-Presbytery, and:to think -it- were onely that. 


Palladiumtharwould'preſerve:the-City of Gad, _ 
(About 7 months ſince, the: Clafſis of Mancheſter 
publiſhr'theis Breyiats or: ceaſures, againſt all tharcame 
nat into. them far trialiandicxamination, wherein. they 
tothe High waics,/|{nd:compel all to: come in: and- 
give fubmiſton to- their Government, by ſubjecting; 


tliemſclves to examination by the Miniſters and Elders, - . 


nat onely- ſuch as may be ſuſpe&ed to be ignorant 
or ſcandalous, bur all, of all elevations, of all judge- 
ments, muſt come-under the Inquiſition, not ſo-much 
we fearto fit them-for:the Sacrament, as:to-teach them 
obedience, thatthey may know themſelves, as Tiberius 
ſaidiof the Senate, that they, are homines ad ſervitutem 
meti;to:owe an obedience totheir new Maſters, which 


they-muſt»pay:under the grand penaltics of ſuſpenſion. 


and excommunication. 


I: anſwer to theſe, Bruts fulmina, we with all meck- 


neſſe:and :humility ſent them one ſingle ſheet of paper, 
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ge The preface. 
and religion obliged us to be of a different judgement 
from em, This one ſheet they return'd in ſeven, an- 
anſwerſong enough, it it be ſound-enough, 


To fatisfie us in our ſcruples, and in their procee- 


dings, they pretend for what they do; both an Eccle- 
Gaſtical and civil anion, a Commiſſion from. Chriſt 
and the State alſo : But that maxime of the ancient will. 
Here be found true *Areiar Iyer mira duloroula, Our own 
Lawes built upon paſhion and intereſt, are commonly 
lawleflez Iris p_—_ to us, that their new Lights 
have no light from Antiquity or primitive - forms z 
that thcir new Rules have no eſtabliſhment, either by 


the Eawes of the Chriſtan Church, orthe Lawesot this 


Land. St, Ferom (aid of Origen, That in; enii ſui adwmi- 
ya putat eccleſia eſſe Sacramenta, an imagination ſure of 
our Presbyters, that the placita of their own. wills muſt 
pals for civil 2nd divine conſtitutions. We wonder that 
men pretending to-Learning and Religion, ſhould not 


onely call in the Lord of truth to aberr the phanſies of 


- men, but ſhould alſo pretend to encouragement and 
Commiſhons from the State to ſecond their prevari- 
Cations. | 
It hath pleaſed his Highneſs in his wiſdome and cle- 
mency, to ſecure all godly and peaccable men 


fefling Jeſus Chriſt, from thoſe Ordinances which the 


rigour of Presbytery had mounted againſt them z but 
| where he gives the leaſt incouragement for this power 


uſurped by them,we find notzand therefore we think'tis 


friendly ad vice,that they take heed leaſt their unguided 
zcal or intereſt-precipitate them into a premunire, ſince 
under colour of Authority, they have made Lawes and 


Canons, and publiſhed them-opealy inthe Ghutch the 
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CH The Preface. "07" > 
all to —_—_ pain of excommunication,' not onely 
againſt all the ancient known Lawes of clder date,” but 
alſo contrary to the preſent eſtabliſhment and the Ma- 
giſtracic under which we now live. | 
. *Tis a trouble to/us, to hear them cry out againſt 
Prelacy and Epiſcopacy, as onely an artificial and po- 
litical device to Lord it oyer Gods inheritance, where- 
as indeed their little fingersare heavier then the Prelatcs 
loins z though they tell us their way is a friendly, meek) 
and ſocial way, we find it not they make us onely as 
Publicans and Heathens, it ſhould ſeem 'that all thar 
they intended in the change of Church- Goyerament, 
was onely to {lice the Dioceſan into Parochiall Biſhops; 
and with bimin Zvuciar, To cut out the old uſeleſs 
Moons into fine new Stars,. eycry one of which claim 
the ſame influence and dominion over the people which 
the Prelates did. | 

'Tis atrouble to us, to: hear them: inveigh againſt 
Hereticks, and Schiſmaticks, againſt the Novatian 
and Donatiſts of old, when they walk in their 
ſteps, maintaine their principles, and eſpouſe 
their quarrels, We are told by the Church Hi- 
ſtorians, That the doctrine againſt mixt-communi- 
on, was a brat begotten by Nevatss, nurſt up by Zaci- 
fer and Audivs, but it grew not till Donatws became its 
foſter- Father, then indeed it flouriſht and ſpread amain, 
rill St. 4uft4n by his judicious and clear oppoſition did 
baniſh it, that, and the ſubſequent Ages z the Anabap- 
tiſts of the laſt age called it back into Geroveny, 2:04 
aruit in ſe refloruit in ils, they grafted upon the old 
ſtock, and wanted nothing of the Doxariſts but to be 
called ſo. Now among other of their dangerous and- 
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ſhip that. Idol whichthey have ſer up, 'The eAgyptians 
were hard Taskmaſters,to;cxpe& the children of Iſrael 
ſhould make Bricks, '-and make-ſtraw too, to require 
the ſamenumber of bricks: without - materials. to make 
them of: this-is ſomething.likethe ſeverity.of obr. new 
Maſters, they cenſure: for not. doing that which they 
render tous:impoſſible: If we come not to. the: Lords 


£ < . : 
Supper, we-mulſt be cx@mmunicate z; and they will nor 


permit us:ta:come, beeguſe weare ignorant, or {canda- 
lous,'or prophane and 'ris-proof enough weare ſo,be- 
Cauſe wearetoo ſtourto. fall down and: worſhip their 
imaginations 462 | 

Tisatroubleto us, thatmen who impropriate totheme, 


ro 


ſelvesrhe:name of- Saints, and would: have, the: world, 


i 
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tothink them "of onely Chriſtians, ſhould -be £6 far 


from that #eix4e iveyſtaias, that meckneſs and {weet- 
neſſe of the Goſpel, thar they are till of the old legall 
ſpirit, to cradicate and deſtroy all that are not of their 
way : Inſtead of ſweetning and indearing the ſpirits of 
men, that they may come to the knowledge of the truth 
and be ſaved they irricare and -imbitter them by their 
two bold judging i in private, and bytheir fierce and (e- 
vere cenſures in publick, as if indeed it were their 
work to deliver them up unto Satan. 

T hele things bave torc' us contgary to our own dif- 
TE and =. veg o% ow in publick, nor on- 
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at cauſe which we love: what iwe have done: can 
guale ſit, what cyer it be, inaſmuch as inthe fincericy of 
our hearts we profeſs 'tis done, ſine allo Fndio contentio- 
2, without any pleaſare or delight i in contenrion, but 
onely for the love of truth, we hope our good God wall 
give it a more gracious ſucceſs, and good men will give 
it a more Charitable reception, 


# at. 


Ls 0. 


Errata fic c orri ;renda, 


Po ne Togo , read wherear. p.$2 1. 2theſe; 
r. thoſe. p. $31. 10 Anſwer as it 1s to, r. Anſwer it is'to be. 
idid. 1. 16 pray, t. pay. p:841. 32 See, r. So. p.85 1. unaniious, 
r. unanimous, p.87 1. 24 referring, r. reſtoring. p. 881. 13. ex- 


— I, excommunication. "a the Preface, p. 3.1. 30. for 
» I, 40, 


eAt the firſt (laſſe at Mancheſter 
Septem. 8" 1657. 


N purſuance of. ari Order of rhe laltPromn.al, the firſt 
Clifle doth humbly 'repreſent ro this Aflembly their 
ppreenſons in the caſe to them propounded-ina 


ging to their own Aſſociation, 1f it ſhall be approved 
| of By this Aflembly, and which they do wholely ſub- 
mir -to, their Judgments. | | | 
_ Ir being repreletited to this Claſſe, and much gomplained of, 
and offence being taken, Thar in the ſeveral Congregations, (if 
” _- notall)belonging tothe Aſſociation, there are many perions 
; of all ſofts, that are members of Congregations, and publick- 
ly enjoy ſeyeral priviledges ; as, the hearing of the Word, pray- 
: ers of the Church, and baprizing of their children; atid ſattsfa- 
S Rion for injuries done unto them, Thar yer live in a total ani 
-* Ffinfultnegle&of the Lords Supper, that are ſcandalous and o;- 

fenhve in their lives, drunkards , unclean perſons, ſwearets, 
'* $Sabbath-breakers, negleters of Famuly-duties, that will nor 
C * ſubje& themſelves to the preſent government of the Chitrch, 
|. Tutlive as lawleſs perſons,out of their rank and order, and there 
bf -are (undry rhar ate groſly i9norant In the main points of 'Chri- 
--  "kanReligion, Theſe ate togive yy chat this Claſſe, lay- 


raughr prepared for the ſeveral Congftegutions belon- 


e 7 


ws: (2) 
ing theſe things to heart, and much grieve 
liſfhd aiake I ts! M\ \ EE NF SA Ka 


1. That every Miniter belonging to-this Aſſodarian,, 
ſt apare ane or eo dayes, or more of the week yes, 
monzthor the catechiring 6? the ſeveral Fumalies baja 
rele opti COAL GE 190 for-the tort: 
'onori fic in thoſe Eanties, and tharthe f b@ DE. CaLoT 
on each-of fuch dayes, ſet apart.for Shar FR have notice 
th#Lords day before;to niee the Miniſters eher at ch:Church 
or Chappel, or the Miniſters houſe, or ſome other houſe with- 
in the Congregation, that may be convenient for the neighbor= 
ing families to meet ar, that ſhall be. appoinred Forſuch a day, 
as may be judged meeteſt by the ſeveral Miniſters. 

2. That notice Thall be raken of all perians chat forſake the 
publick Aflemblies of the Saints,and conſtantly turn their backs 
of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. S 

3. Thar like notice ſhall. be taken of all ſcandalous per- 
ſons. | ) 

4. That they ſhall be privately adToniſhed,according tothe 

. order xreſcribed by Chriſt, F{ar.18, once or twice, to ſee if 
chey will reform ; and that the Miniſter, yhen hee catechizeth 
the ſeveral families, ſhall exhorc ſuch perſons in them as hee 
findes to be of a comperent knowledg, and are-blameleſſe in. 
life,thar they prefent themſelyes to the Elderſhip;that they may: 
be admitted to the Lords Supper. + IS 

5. Thar if they will neither.hearken to private admonirion, 
nor admonirion of the Elderſhip, their names ſhall be publiſh-- 
ed openly in the ſeyeral Congregations, and they warned be- 
fore all ro reform. 4: p 

6. Tharf after allchus they ſhall continue obflinate,. they 
ſhall-be caſt out, and excommunicated. GET | 


Theſe things this Claſſe thought fit tp give publick notice of, 
being very fenfible, thar,fot- the want. of. the , vigorous exerciſe 
of Church diſcipline, . ignorance, Atheifm, and licentioulneſfe 
grows upon us, to the great diſhanor of God, ſcandal -of Re- 
. gion, the hazzard and undoing of many pretious ſouls;and the 
th laying, 


+. aw 
 Haying a blot on ſeveral Congregations ; and therefore they atz 
refolned. (ſeeing themſelves neceſſitated, to rhis ſeverty of di- 
| igline, or the freeing chemſelyzs from the great gail of neg 
lect of their oVyn dury, that orherwiſe chey ſhall be' under) r6 
make-uſe of. that power that Chrilt hath commirred' to them, 
for edification, and not for deſtruſtion ; although ir would be 
their fatr greater joy,that ther might not be occaſion of uſing 
ſharpneſſe : andrherefote they do earneſtly in the bowels of 
Jeſus Chriſt beſeech all choſe thar are ignotanr, that they would 
apply themſelyes diligently co the uſe. of afl publick atid privare 
means for their information, ſub-nicting rhemfelyes with: afl 
readineſſe to be infiruced ; and co conſider, thar wichoar know- 
tds the minde cannot be. good : and rhey do affo in the name 
of Jeſus Chrifexhon and. warn all ſuch a8 live ſcandrloufly, 
and in the pratice of open fins, that they, break off their im- 
Cuities by repentance, and turn unto' God fpeedily wich their 
whole heart, that they neicher-incurs the cenſure of being catt 
out of the Church here,nor by continuing in their ſmfult courle, 
” kept for ever entering into the kingdo-ne of Heaven here- 
MT cs; | Py SN | 
Andtouching ſuch asrurn their backs of che Lords Supper 
conſtantly, this Clafſe doth wiſh them ſeriouſly, ro contider 
What an account they will be able to give unto Jetus Chrut, for 
their living in the dayly negle& of an ordinance that is ſo ex- 
ceeding n ceſlary for thein own comforc and. grow: h iN grace ; 
andthetthey would fay aſide all prejudice, whatever-ic is thar 
hinders, .and ſubmit rhemſelyes unto wholeſom doAtrine , for 
their own 900d, as this Clafſe hath been ready on their part ro 
expreſle alt renderneſle toward the weak, and a willingn:M: ro 
condeſcendto the meanetit, for the removing all occations of 
ſtumbling, ſo farr as lies in their power. And yer, con.ider.ng 
the fearfull danger that all ſuch do lay themſelves open uno, 
thar ſhall eat and drink the Body and Blood of the Lord unwor- 
thily, they do watn whoſoever comes to the Lords Table, 10 
"fake Tpeaat careTS often as they come, ro examme themfetver, 
leſt they eat and drink their own damnation. : 
Pur becauſe the exerciſe of Church diſcipline muſt beyin ar 
ate perſons, and that if they neglect their duty of warching 
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over, and admoniſhing one another, and bringing complaints to ' 


the Elderſhip as there is occaſion, little or norhing can be done 


- for the. thorow reformarion of the ſeyeral Congregations ; this 


Claſſe doth therefore warn all and eyery of che members be- 
longing unto therfi, ro conſider the great guilc' they will lye un- 

r,if they rhrough cheir hegle&,obfirudt ſo needfull and neceſ- 
ſaty. a work, and doth expect therefore in all fairhfulneſſe, lay- 
ing aſide all partiality,ſlayiſhneſle, and ſelf- on hey ſhould 
addreſſe themſelyes ro the diſcharge of cheir' duties; char if any 
walk diſorderly, and will not be reclaimed by private admogitt- 


- on, they making complaint thereof ro che Elderſhip,courſe may 


be-raken for excommunicating: of the obſtinate, and thereby 


purging out the old leyen, to the glory of God, the delivering 
their own ſouls, from that guilt they will otherwiſe lye under, 
the preſerving the Ordinances from prophanarion, and the-reſt 
of - the lump from being levened, the Ropping of the mouthes 
of ſuch as ſeek occaſion againſt us, , and finally the eyerlaſting 


welfare and ſalvation of the ſouls of thoſe thar goaftray. 


By the Provincial Aſſembly 0 R1CcHany HEYRICKEE 
at. Preſton , Oftob, 6. Moderator pro tempore. 
I.:6 5 7» | 


This Preſentation is approved by the Provincial Aſſembly, 


TromMas Jonn's o N,Moderator, 


EDWARD Gree, Scribe. 
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To the Elderſhip of the ſeverall congre- 
gations belonging to the Afociararof | 


the Firſt ({lafſe at Mancheſter, with- 
in the Province of Lancaſter, T heſe. 


Give us leaveto ſalute you, in your own Terms. 
E have ſeen” and ſeriouſly weighed . char paper 


V V draught, Inticuled 4 preſentation of the firſt Claſſe at 
Mancheſter , dated the $. of Sept. 1657: contirned by thz Pro- 
vincial Afſembly at Preſton , Oftob, 6. and publiſhed at Mar- 
cheſter Church the 22. of Nov..in the aforeſaid year: and do 
publiſh this our ſenſe, and Apprehenſion of it, -as far as is plain 
to us , nor reſting in 'the Judgement and derermination:of 
any General Counal contrary thereunto (if any ſuch ſhould 
be) much leſs to one of your Provincial Aſſemblies ; Though 
you ſeem to ſubmirro your Proyincial , what you will hardly 
orant tO a General Council : In which ive diffenc from you 
Though inother things we ſhall joyn,as firſt. 

1. We joyn with you , -in'a deep ſenſe of the ſeyerall groſs 
fins and errours of the times , defiring earneſtly to mourn , firſt 
for our own , next for the fins of others of our Chriſtian Bre- 
thren , and fellow members of that Church , whereof - Chriſt 


is the Head : We are grieyed together with you for the Scan- 


datous and offenſive lives of ſuch as live'in drunkeneſs , unclea- 
neſs, ſwearing, prophanation: bf the Sabbath, &c. _ 

2. We are alſo ſenſible with you ,.thar there are ſundry per- 
ſons , groffely ignorant ,.in' the main points of Chriſtian Reli- 


giof. PISS 34 | | 
- -.3., You with us again (. we hope ) are ſenſible and grieved _ 
-  » (rhough you do not ac all niention them ) for the groſs errourg%y) 


y 


(6) 


in jud ement, and the damnable Do&rine of many ,'who haye 


rent themſelves into as many ſeverall herefies, as they haye into 

Seas and Schiſmes. $ | | 
Thus far'we jnay more, ouching the Way of infacming 

the ignorant, and reformihg the wicked and erroneous, We ſha 


- not-much «< 


CRISS z* "4 I I\LÞBEL "= I * 
I. And firſt or the 1 orpration afd inſtruttion 


of the Unor ant, 
. by wail of C lang, e they Yr Admitted Hot Satrrament; 


The coutſe by you publiſhed ( rovided it be in publique ) licclz 
differeth from the order preſcribed by rhe Churcttof £»9g lard, 
_ other reformed CES abroad, before any be admitted to 
the Sactament of the Lords ſupper. ks a hes aa; 

2. For IETF pry p whether in Doftrimals » Or 
points of diſcipline,thereby renting from a true conſtituted. {, hurch: 
Though you ſpeak nothing either of their fin or puniſh:nenc, 
yet we hope,you wirh us do held, That the Churches lawfull Pa- 
tors, have the power of the Keys co:nmitted to them, to ex- 
communmiate ſuch offenders. ' { _ Cs 

3. For ſuth as are ſcandalous and wicked intheir lives; Ad- 
monition , private and publique., 1s to be obſerved according to 
Chriſts rule Mat. 18. bur if they (till continue, and will nor te- 
fo:m ;' the Churches lawfull Paſtots have power to excomntuni- 
care ſuch, Sr oth AR | 

Thus far we accord ini judgement , touching the way.of in- 
forming the 1gnorant , ind reforming. wicked perſons, and ſchiſ- 
matical ; which 'courſe 1s {0 fully warranted by che Word of 
God, and the conſtant-praRtiſe of the Carholique Church , thar 
we 'are not ſo wayering and unerled in our apprehenſions.of 
rhe caſe, as to ſubmir eirher it.or themicher wholly cr ig part, 
ro thz contrary judgement and dererqnation of. a General 
Council of the Eaftern or Weſtefn Chyches. ; much leſs ,to a 
new termed Provinciat Aſſembly at Preſfex , wherein we no lit- 


rle difter from you. 


Other parts of yout Paper are full of darkneſs , to which we 
cannor fo fully affent,, rill further explicared and unfolded by 
you, For, bet SEO IB EIT Y: | 

x. Whereis youſay, That in th ſeveral congregaiions (if wr 


in allY belonging to this eAſſociation , there are many perſons of 
all 


(7) 


all ſorts that ure members of ' congregations, 8c. you Teemto.” 


hint , - har though 'your grief 'may be general'( as ours ) for all 
offenders , yet ' your <enfures external onely tothoſe who have 
admitted themfelves members of ſone Congregxtion within 
your Aﬀſociation , and yet live inorcinarely, and will not be ad- 
moniſhed : If ſothenwe who never were any members or afſo- 
ciztes'of jours , 'afe'not Withinthe verge and compaſs of ' your 


Przsbyrerian diſcipline ; for what haye you to dots judge-thole | 


that atewithout Þ - | 


2. But wheteas your complaint , and offence taken , is, That 


any there are of all ſorts , who will not ſubmit themſees ro 


the preſent Governnent of the Church , but tive like lawleſs per=: 


ſons out of their rank and oraer, | | A 
If by the preſent Goy-rhiment of the'Churth;you mean your 


own 2s nay irongly be conjeQred you do )thenare we allo 


come rehended therem , and muſtfall within your cenſure , and 
not onely we, but all Papitts, Anabapuifts, and all other,of what 
Profefſton, and Relision ſocyer,who live within the Pariſh,mult 
be taken for members of ſo:ne'one 'Congregarion within your 
Aﬀotirtion, and ſodriveninto the common told of Presbycery, 
and bz fubje& ro your Gbvernment : Andthis (4s-we fuppole) 
1s the cneif feſfien of you, in this, asin otherttanſattions of 
yours, to ſubject all co your Government , which yougarniſh 
overavith the ſp-cious tile, of Chriſts Government , Throxe, 


and Sceprey, Ptedbyrery- 15 the thainthingWtiven athere ; and. 


however-ſhe eomerh Aheted"in wth Godly pretence of ſor- 

row , for the fins and i2norance of the times, and a duty incum- 

bene upon you, to exerciſe thepower which Chat hath-com- 

mirred to you;for edificatton,and nor far deſtruction ; yer theſe 

ate but 23/0 manty-walte-papets wher.an Presbyterie 1s wrap- 

p2d, to make it look more handſonely,ind paſs more currently; 
ut beyare we-mult, fot /aret argu wm Herba.. 


Objett. "Burt you ſay , For aut of the'vigprom exerciſe of this 


Ecclefiaftical diſcipline , ignorance, eAtheilm, and Licentiouſneſs 
grows \ufon #4,” and men live 4s lawleſſe perſons , out of their 
Tank nnd order , becauſe not ſubject to-your preſent Govern- 
- 63 5+ ; . if | GC 


Sel, We pray for the eſtabliſhment &. ſuch Church Gorey 
| ment; 


« "— - 
ET. WSN 
: ” 


- 
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ment y/ throughout his Highneſs ini +88is.conlbnancre., 
he ll of God; ar Univerſall tO of primitive Ghrches, 
on | 

r 


cclefiaſticall diſcipline-:may be exerciſed, in the bands of , 
:myto whomit was commirted by Chrit, and lef by him; to. 


bp 


be transferredfrom hard ro-hand to the end:of the Ward; and. 
ſhallreadily joyy with you in humble addrefles,to his Highneſs, 
and his. great Council ; for the .eftablſhment of 


In the mean tirhe though there may be ſuch, who (as you ſay,). 
live as lawleſs perſons , our-of their rank and order,-yer are the 
ſubje& to law, and therefore ſubje& ro puniſhment, for n Give 

r Eccleſfiaſticat ſword cannot. take hold on them , the ciyul 

{word doth reach them. _ ad 

,- Your Claſs-may-do well cher-not-to contemn {( as.in charity 
we hope you do not ) the authority of the civill Magiſtrate , bur 
in ftead-of warning all and every member belonging to them,ro 
conplain to the Elderſhip,of thoſe that walk diforderly,and will. 
not be reclaimed, to the end they may excommunicate them, 
That chey exhorr them ro. complain to the avill Magiſtrate, 
whole ſ\ord of Juſtice is ſharper and longer,and likely ro work 
a greater reformarion in the lives, and manners of men , by a 
corporal and pecuniary Mul&,then any ſword of excommunica- 
tion or other Church cenſure your Elderſhip can any way pre- 
tend unto ; | "IF 

' There ate other parts of your. paper do remain likewiſe dark, 
which we defixe may. be made plain unto us 5 for whereas you 

la 9 t s | | 

"There are many perſons of all ſorts, &c. That will not ſub« 

mit themſelves to the preſent Government of the Church , bat 
iow as lawleſs perſons , out of their rank_and order ; Our Quzres 
thereupon are; met OH | 

I. Why Goyernment 1 ſmgnlari ? 38 there no Eccleſiaſtical 


. - 


Goverrinent buc yours ? may not another Church haye its 


Government differenr from yours , yet nor different from. that 
which Chriſt hath preſcribed in his Word ? (Calvin ſaith , yea.; 
Scimm enim unicuigue Eccleſie, &c. And accordingly there ate 


| other Churches - in England different in Goyernment from 


. 1. i 
ſuch a Church, 


Bur 


(2); _ / 
- But if [yGw-ſay-yours.is che Government, ( ua? 
Way of emugency, as Chrilts own Government more imme 
ly, and j#re 4v5w0', which you ſo much defend , then why 


pon} i there! no preſene Government in any Church or 
Afﬀembly of Saints, but whete your diſcipline is ereed ? Are 


 all-rlie reſt ar preſent Withour Govetnmens ? or. where hath 
yours been this 1500. years paſt till this preſent ? - Hathy en- 
tichriſtiancſme ſo overſptzad the face of the Church char Chriſts 
own Government could n2yer get fcoting till chis preſent ? 
Bur now ſubje&tion is required thereto of all , yet many of all 
ſorrs will;noe ſubject 5) bur live as lawleſs perſons , our of-cheir 
tank and order. h 


Our next Quzre is ; 
What? mult all choſe that obſerye nor your ratiks atid orders, 
ſubje& noc themſelyes co yous preſent Govetnment , be rake 


for lawleſs perſons , our of char rank and order? Yea ; for ſo 


this:cloſe connexion of yours ſeems'to import, (viz.") many who 
dynot ſubjett but ine, _ voy | "OM 
- In your r. you further ptoceed', ahd make ir an order, * 
That notice fhall be' takgrn of all perſons , that forſake the publick, 
_ aſſembly of Saints. a | 
- - We. would gladly know hoy far you extend his Saimtſhip, 
this Ch | embly of Sunts 5 if ro your own Chugch on2+ 
ty,and fuch as fubject themſelves ro your Govzrnnens ;. then 
hd oo 088 Anſwer againſt the Doxat:fts , who-would.not 


_ acknowledyg' 2 Church in» the World: bur amongtt themſelves, 
- May alfo be yours, Q'Fmpedenterms Voceme ! ( faich hs.). [la nox 


eff.,: Quite iv illa non or: Vide nt tw 1ded non is, nam tlla crit 
effi twinom ſis. _ | Rs 

+ But if. your chatiry reach further , thefi to your own atlem- 
blies., ithent youLmake lawleſs perſons , ſuch as-will nor ſubject 
chamſelyes io your Govetnmetit , Saints ;, and members art leaſt 
5f; chenrivititle Efiumphant Church, though -nane. of yaur pre- 
” as; Church ; attd then your charity-over reach- 
eth. roy | 

© Again 4 we ateunfatisfied in the Word (. Pablique )- the pub- 
higin' afembbes of the” Sains , > do- not private aflem- 


blies 
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adit privite 
ng wdaey =! ogg tent og 
your private Aſſemblies ) to es 
publique alfd , other wayes they Mall de taken 1n6- 
though they cann® tubinit t6 your Goyern® 
ment ? Leave you no rooN for tender conſiencet © The LaWt 
of che Lind have etherwayes provided: And it you, wider voler 
of authority , will make Laws and Edits, and publiſh them 
openly in the Church , for all to obey , upon pain of exreryy® 
munication, contrary to the Laws in tore , Whether you dv it 
in contempt of the civill power , ot through ignorance of the 
Laws ; Which later is rather to be ſuppoſed , in a ehatitable and 
favourable conſtruRtion , yet in What ſenſe (hever it be taken, 
we much queltion , and it concerns you to look to it , whether 
you have not run your ſelyes into a pre mwnmee. 

Again , Whereas you ſay y That ike notice (Pall be taker of al 
ſcandalone perſons, | Otir next Qyete is { Whethet thoſe that 
forſake the publique Aſſemblies of Saints in the #* offer, may: 
not be taken for ſcandalous , and ſo conprehended in this 47 

"If ſo, Quare oneramini ritibim © Why do you lengthen ot your 
paper, and burden us with traditions , in multiplying of 6tdett 
ſine neceſſitate ad Arthritim wſque ? 

After the 24-and 3" orders __ thoſe that fotſake the pub- 
lique Aﬀemblies of Saints,, and ſuch as ate ſcandalous , totes 
in a fourth, touching the ( atechwweniſtt in the itt ordes mens 
tioned ; ( viz;) That the Min ter when he { ater hizeth the - 
verall Families , ſhall' exhort ſuch perſont in them a4 ht findet, 
bt of competemt knowledge , and ' are blureleſs in life 3 thut 
they preſem themſelirs to the Elderſip , that they may br Ads 
mitted to the Sacrament of the Lnrd ſupper + Biit whit if they 
will not preſent rhernſelyes bzfors the Liderfhip? 7he MImiſter 
muſl exhort and admoniſh thim, Whit if (Wl they tefule ? 
Their names! ſhall be pabliſhod vgerMy in the ſeveral tengrt« 
gations , and they warned bifore all t refers, Thixt's the 5". 
order, Mark ! Men of blameleſs life and knowledge muſt be 
warned before all to reforra, 

Bur whar if after all this they will rior reforms but eomrinne 
obſtinate ? Then 16 adm ſun to 1hs Sacrament ; that's wnyty<d 
- 


a___ = A 
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(11) | 
In the fourth order 4 Thete's their Excrommuncatio-Minor : 


Bit that's not all, a higher cenſure yet 5 They ſhall be oo 
tt 4 And extommunicated j $0 (aith the 6* and laſt order , & 


teat Excotnmunicatioh 4 Which calteth our of the Church alſo, 
Tad be th the 16 better , then Heachens, and Publicans, 


notwithifanding all their piety and knowledge, 
v that, in brief, all wiltwly ignorant and Scandalous are to 


be (peeynt icaterl ; and not onely they , but the knowing, 
: i Hlaiel Ne = , if they va —_ gig to the 

thi, Theſe: things premled , lyi on our ſpirits 
mV pA FT wy oh and e454 for Which ene 
'not 11 ly joyn With you , till further atisfaRion be given 
ts, and Which the publiſher of your Paper promiſed ſhould 
bb\givel\ fh al that did defirs, We therefore thoughe fir to tig- 
nifig theſe ur (cruples! © you, and ſhall air earneſtly for 
0 iþde ARATon in the patticulars) retaining * 


\ 


Yowr Brethren defirons of Trath , Vsi 
fry nonnd ond Bhd WY 


Iſaac Alkn. 
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by At Mancheſter, Feb.23. 1657, y 
The Anſwer of the Firſt Claftuwithin the 
Province of Lancaſter, unto a Pa- 
per preſented unto them at their Claſti- 


cal meeting, Jan. 12. 1657. by certass* 
rentlemen , ſubſcribed by them and 
undry others within the boundi of #he: 
eA ſſociation; | 


bn —_——— — 7% **% LA LA a os A 4.4 


E'B have peraſed your Paper, and do finde 
in'it ſundry miſtakes, and ſome manifeſt 
© wreſtings of our plain'meaning, in that” 
' '* Paper of ours, Which was publiſhed ir” 
' our ſey-ral Congregations : And wee are 
SN. -- - alſo ſenſible of the ſharp refle&ions in 
ir; upon the Government, that is committed to our mannage-- 
ment;and on our ſelyes. But wee ſhall nor'go-about to anſwer 

you in that kinde : and therefore laying afide- animoſities, and : 
putting away gall and bitrerneſſe , in' the ſpirit of loye and 
meekneſſ, -howeyer in- inves "HAS and plainnefle, wee ſhall 
And wee dothus farr A leds your fair dealing, (for which - 
wee give you hearty thanks) that you addrefſe your ſelyes unto - 
us, giving us thereby the © " ras 4 both-ro vindicate our 
+{elyes, and give you a right inqþrftanding of the maters where--- 
u+:you are miſtaken. 


Ourleaſure will nor -permut us to-ipend time about imperti- 
| nencles ;.- 


OW — — —_—— — 


( 


(13) 
nencies ; bar yer, that you may not conceive wee ateideftitace 
of Ciwl WOIKY (w I-YOU 1 YOuT Paper mind jUsnor ro 
contemn and wee our ſelves do profeſledly teftifie 'aH/due re- 
ſpecs unto,48 inquty-wet are bound) wee intreat you to take 
aotice ; That the Lords and Commons afſembled in Parlizmene 
kaving ieſolyed 'ro eſtabliſh the Presbyterian Goyerament 
hour the Kingdom of Exg/erd and Dominion -of Wales, 
did Ang ft tg. 1645- publiſh their diretions, after atlvice had 
with. che Adambly of Divines,'for the elxQing and chuling of 
mt» ay eg afoot Congregations, and in the Claſhical Aſ- 
ſomblies for' the Cuties of London and Weſtminſter, and the ſe- 

veral Counties of the Kingdom, for the ipeedy {eriling of the 
Presbycerian Government. In theſe dize&ions, (as may be 
ſeen pag}8.).chey did ordain , That 'm the ſeveral Counties crr- 
tain perſons, Adimfters and others, ſhould be appointed by authori- 
. ty of ' P arl:ament, who ſbould conſrder how the ſeveral Comnties re- 
ſhettiwely might be moſt conveniently drvided into diſtiubt (laſſi- 
cal Pretbyteries ; and what Minifters and others wore fit tobe of 
each Claſſes, e/And that they ſbould accordingly make ſuch divn- 
on and nowwunation of perſons for each Claſſical Precbytery. Which 
diviſions, and. perſons ſo named for every a rs the appointed 
ſhanld by cortified wp to the Parliament. And they further ap- 
painted , That the ſaid ſeveral Claſſes reſpettively being appro- 
ved by Parliament erithin their ſeveral. precintts ſhauld have power 
ta conſtitute Gongrogarionel Elderſhips., _ | 
- ::Accorgingto theſe directions, the perſons by them appoinred 
fot this County mee, and! did: conſider,” how it might be moſt 
conveniently divided into difin& Claſſical Presbyreries, and 
- what Miniſters and others were fit.to be of each Claſſis : and 
alſo made ſuch a diviſion. and:nomination accordingly, and cer- 
rifled the-ſame-yp ro the Parliament ; All which being done ac- 
-cording c0:their direRionsand appointment, It was reſolyed by 
the Lords and Commons aſſembled in Parliament, 04.2:1646. 
That they did approve of the div: as the County of Lancatter © 
rate mae Claſſical Prechyeeries repreſemed from the ſaid Commy. 
Ang.it was further xeſfolydd ;-That rheiferd- Houſes did approve © 
; of, the Mwnftert avdetber ptr ſont repreſented from the County of 
_ Kancalies,' fin bofoke fomeet "and reſpettioe Claſſes, mo 
1D , 


which / 
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which-the” ſaid _ was divided, Which diviſion of this 
Coufiry-tto'nins Clafſica 

-of by the faid'Lords ant Commons was forthwirh printed and 
publiſhed. In this diviſin To mad? and apptoved, The fo | 
Claſſis is to contain Mancheſter Pariſh, Preſtwich Pariſh,Oldha 


ical Presbyreries, and the'approval there- 


arm 
Pariſh, Flixton Pariſh, Eccles Pariſh, and Aſhton wnder-line 


Pariſh, as by What was then: printed, and 1s yet extant, 1s to be 


ſeen. '' Fiircher,wee wHh'you to take notice, That in your fore- 
mentioned Dire&ions pag. 3. Direttion 6. 1 15 thete-thus or- 
dained, That all Pariſhes and places whatſoever '(as well privi- 
leged places and exempt Juriſdittions, as others ) be brought under 
the government of Congregational, Claſſical,and National Aſſem- 


blies. Provided, that the Chappels-or places in the houſes of the 


Peer s of this Realm ſhould continue free for the exerciſe of Divine 
Daties, to be performed atcording to the 'Direttory:* And alſo, 


that 1t was ordered by: the Lords and Commons -afſembled in 
- Parliament, Decemb.21. 1646. -That the ſeveral Claſſes 11; 


Lancaſhire ſhould be one Province ; AS appears by their Order 


-ro that/purpoſe. As there is alſo: another Order of. theirs of 


Oiteb.16: 1648. enabling the ſeveral Cliſſes within this Pro- 
vince to ſend their Delegates to meer-in\a'Provincial Aiſembly 
in Preſton, and appointing the time of their firſt meeting ; rhe 
number of the Delegates, chat were- to be ſent tothe ſaid Aſ- 
ſembly;and'che_Qxoram of the-Afſembly,according ro the-pro- 
viGon that had been made before by the Parhament; before'any 


 Provincial-Aﬀſembly could by vireue of their {Aurhofity be -ena- 


bled to a& Provincully,- By which account "this given! it is 
manifeſt, That the ſerrting up the Presbyrerian Govetnmenc in 
this County : The divition of it intoTeyetal Claſſes : "The ma- 


- king of thoſe Claſſes into a Proyince,'and/their Ating Pro- 
 - vincially : 'As alſo the print this: Claſſis to' be the firlt, 


- . 


(that 1s, the firſtin regard of (the number: onely;''the account 


. beginning here) was all done by Authority ' of Parliament. 


And thar, when wee call our ſelves the firſt Clafſis within the 


Province of Lancaſter, wee age awarranted thereto by auchori- 
* ry of: Parliament, And -ſo-your Salwting us 11 our own ternss, 

(which wee gaye not ro our ſelyes, 'tilt the-Partiamenr had fieft 
' green-them'ro us) will-nor ſeem {rangers thet,”thatthen'did, 


QI 
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ot now do, acknowleds that, Authority and, Power; which the 
Parliament exerciſed -n_thoſe .times, Eſpecially, confdering 
ther2 was nothing done fince, eirher by that' Parhament or any. 
other, or by his Highnzſſe, and the lalt Parliament, that rakes 
from us What Was then granted, and as wee ſhall-clear further 


anONy';, 7 oe 
. Inc your Preface-co what in your Paper you. haye to ſay unto 
us; there is in the firſt place a miſtake of that ticle,. yphich yas 
given by us-unto ours ;. (which you call a Paper drwght) for ic 
was not by us inticuled a Preſentation (as, you call ir) bur a 
Dr aught, that. repreſented to the Provincial Aſſembly our appre- 
henfions in a caſe by them propounded unto .;, And, was approved 
by the Proyincial, under the Title | of 'a Repreſentation.” Bur 
this perhaps was bur the miltake -of- the, Scribe, and wee in(ilt 
not On-It;  - 7 af Ye, | 
It is of greater weight and moment, to take notice of what 
Jou publiſh, as yaior ſenſe aud apprebenſions of it, (not reſting iu 
the . judgment. or | determuination|of any, general Council contrary 
thereunts ) if | any ſuch ſhould bty much leſſe to one of our Provin- 
cial Aſſemblies. Although you. tell ms, wee ſeem to ſubmit to our 


 Provmeial, what wee will hardly grant to a general Council ; in 
which you prafeſſe to d fſer from 6. 

. ; Wee:know:very well, and have learned better from the Scri- 
-Ptures, then to teſolve our Faith into.*rhe determination of any 


company of menon Earchwharſpever, or to build our Faich on 
the Judgment of -Synods, Provincial or, National ; 'or of Ge- 


neral Councils, that haye been heretofore, or that may be ' here- 


afcer..  \Wee-are ſure all menare fallible ; and Faith, that is a 


fure and certain grace, muſt have a ſure -and certain Foundarion, 
Which is onely the infallible and yysirren Word of God. And if 
this onely be your meaning, you haye ,nor.us differing from you, - 


Bur yer when wee conſider.,” That Synods and Councils,rightly 
conſtituted and regularly called, as they may be then of great 


-uſe-for light,and guidance, ſo alſo that they are the Ordinance of 
. God, and by hin-inyefted wich authority, and ſo. have an aucho- 
' Titatiyg" Judgmens. belonging to.chem, and which is not in pri- 


Yate þctions, Wee dare not contemn-them, nor ſpeak {leightly gf 


ms ns eee age. l 
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which-the" [4d County was divided, Which diviſion of this 
Covfiry-ittonins CliflialPresbyreries, ind the approval there- 
-of by me faid Lords ant C6nimons was forthwirh pritited/and 
publiſhed. In this diviſien To mad2 and apptoved, The Bp | 

Claſſis is to contain Mancheſter Pariſh, Preſtwich Pariſh,Oldhamm 

Pariſh, Flixton Pariſh, Eccles Pariſh, and Aſhton wnder-line 
2 Pariſh, as by what was then: prmred, and 1s yer exrant, 1s to be 
3 ſeen. '' Furcher,wee wiſh'you to take notice, That in your fore- 
mentioned Dire&ions pag. 3. Direttion 6. 1 15 thete-thus or- 
dained, That all Pariſhes and places whatſoever (as well privi- 
leged places and exempt Juriſdittions, as others ) be brought under 
the government of Congregational, Claſſical;and National Aſſem- 
lies. Provided, that the Chappels or places in the houſes of the 
Peers of this Realm ſhould continue free for the exerciſe of Divine 
' Daties, to be performed according to the 'Direttory:* And alſo, 
that 1t was ordered by the Lords and Commons-aflembled in 
- Parliament, Decemb. 21. 1646. -That the ſeveral Claſſes 11 
Lancaſhire ſhould be one Province ; AS Prom by their Order 
- ro that'purpoſe. ' As there is alſo" another Order of. theirs of 
Oitob.46: 1648. enabling the ſeveral Claſſes wirhire this Pro- 
vince to ſendrheir Delegites'to meer in\a'Provincial Aiſembly 
in Preſton, and appointing the time of their firſt meeting ; the 
: number of the Delegates, that were- to be ſent tothe ſaid Aſ- 
ſembly;and-the_Onorwms of the-Aflembly,according ro the-pro- 
 viGon that had been made before by the Parliament; before'any 
Provincial Aſſembly could by virtue of their Authority be -ena- 
bled to a& Provincully.” By which account 'rhis'given' it is 
manife(t, That the ſerring up the Presbyrerian Govetnimenc in 
this County : The diviſion of ir into TevetaliClaſſes : 'The ma- 
- king of thoſe Claſſes into a' Proyince,'and/their Aﬀting Pro- 
_ © vincially : 'As alfo the- «pouring this: Claſſis to' be the fir(t, 
_ (thats, the firſt in regard of the number onely;''the "account 
| beginning here) was all done by Authority of Parliament. 
. * And that, when wee call our ſelyes the: firſt Clafſis within the 
Province of Lancaſter, wee age awarranted thereto by authori- 
© ry of Parliament. - And ſo-your Salwting us 11 our own terms, 
7 (which wee gaye noc ro our ſelyes, "tilt the Partiatnenc had figſt 
' green-them'ro us) will-nor ſeem ſirangetso them,*thatthen'did, 
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(15) "oY 
ot-now do, acknowleds that Authority and, Power; which the 
Parliamenc exerciſed -n_thoſe times, Eſpecially, conkdering. 
there was nothing done ſince, eirher by that' Parhament or any. 
other, or by his Highnzſſe and the lalt Parliament, chat rakes 
from us what Was then granted, and as yyee ſhall clear further 


anONny'- 5 


ds -4 ' * > T7 ; | 
- Inc your Preface-to what in your Paper you. hayeto ſay unto 
us; there is in the firſt place a miſtake of thar tirle, . yhich was 
given by us-unto ours ;. (which you call a Paper drwght) for ic 
was not by us intituled a Preſentation (as, you call ic) but a 
Dr aught, that repreſented to the Provincial Aſſembly our appre- 
henfions in 4 caſe by them propounded unto .;, And was approved 
by the Proyincial, under-rhe Title 'of-'a Repreſentation.” Bur 
this perhaps was but the miltake -of- the. Scribe, and wee inſiſt 
not ONn-It. - | Paths 
It is of greater weight and moment, to take notice of what 
Jou publiſh, as yair ſafe au apprebenſions of it, (not reſting in 
the judgment. or | determination'of any, gener al Connci] contrary 
thereunts ) if | any fach ſhould be, RT leſſe to ont of our Provin- 
cial Aſſemblies. Although you. tell ms, wee ſeems to ſubmit to our 
 Provmeial, what wee will hardly grant to a general Council ; in 
which you prafeſſe to d.fer from 
. ;, Weg:know;very well, and have learned better from the Scri- 
Peures, then to teſolve our Faith into.'the derermunation of any 
company of- men on Exrch-whatſpever, or to build our Faich on 
the Judgment of -Synods, Provincial or, National ; 'or of Ge- 
.neral Councils, that have been heretofore, or that may be ' here- 
after. \Wee are ſure all men are fallible ; and Faith, that is a 
fure and certain grace, muſt have a ſure -and certain Foundation, 


\Which is onely the infallible and1yysirten Word of God. And if 


this Onely be your meaning, you haye ,not.us differing from you, - 
Bur yer when wee conſider.,' That Synods and Councls,rightly 
conſtituted and regularly called, as. they may be then of great 
. uſe-for light.and guidance, ſo alſo that they are the Ordinance of 
. God, and by hin-wyeſted wichauchoticy, and ſo. have an aurho- 
' Titativg” Judgment; belonging to.chem, and which is not in pri- 


Yate þctions, Wee dare not comemn-them, nor ſpeak eight! y of 


TS | 26) ia 
ry thenthe lower, fas theres more power itt the whole, cthen irs 
the pr; in rhewhole body, rhen in anyone, or forme ment 
bers) andthar, however wee are well enough farisfied, that wee 
have che Aurhority- of a Claflg, yer wee ate urder the Aurhoti- 
ty of the Provincial Aſfembly ; Wee ſee not whetein wee'of- 
errno wee ſl ——__ our pL pmrarng eos Caſe pro- 
zun by tha t Aſſembly unro us,unto their Judgment. Thete 
E concktiing! matters of Religion Jauticium Privatum, Or 4 
Private Judgment ; and this belongs to all Chriſtians, who are 
ro fee with their own eyes, and judge, concerning wht is fiece(- 
ſary for them to knogy and beheve in' marrers: of this" naeure. 
This Judemenr, as there is good reaſon why wee ſhould altow 
it to our ſelves, {0 wee ſhould Lott ir over' tens! conſciences,. f 
- wee ſhould'deny'trto-any. There is alſo Jwdicinns Prublicnn 
& Authoritatroym , eA Publick, and an Authoritative” Tudy* 
ment ; and'this-is eirher Concional, which belongs rs every 
hwfull Miniſter (to whom the Keyof DoRtrine's commicred) 
by himſelffingly : or dl(&# is Jundieahy andhis betongsro Sy- 
nods and'Councils,who having che Key of 'Difcipline, are inve- 
fted with" aurhority.co-inqtire inro, rfy, examirte, cenſure and 
judg of * matters of Dottine and-Diferpline authorirarively,; (al-. 
rhough they be tyed.ro the rulg&of Gods'Word tn fiet-proceed- 
ings, as Judges to the Lav) & likewiſe to cenfire offeriders ac« 
cordihg't&their merit; when fuchicaſes arevrepularly and orderly 
brought before them. Ant inthas ſenſe/ir-was,thar we fubmiicted 
our appreherthions in- the Paper pablifked ro rhe Fudgmenr' of 
the ProvinctaF Aflembly. And we'believewhen-the ApolAlt te 
us, 1Cor.14. 32. That the fpiritsof' the Prophite-are ſubjett'to 
"rhe Prophets : And ur Saviour” Clit ſaith; Matit8: Tel the 
'Chxrch.- And when'wee conſider; whit was priaftiſedt by2Pax/ 
-and Birnatns, and certain others ((uho, upon orcafion;of '7 cat 
reltrHfar arofe m rhe Church ar eAnirochs about a matter of Do- 
Erine,wereſent up framthat Church 19! Jferwſalom to the Apy- 
tthes andEftiers abour-char queſtion) fronehieſe and. attier:Sert- 
| umds wee had fufficient ground for! {6dbiig:' Wee 
"are far<YHo,, That' Phiraker d& Colt9/9%yudpione quynras arid = 
Chinpitrn/ar tis Phfſrnn de-artinenice” Poinifeeynbs de fi 
"ITO thoritate 


** 


(17) LY 
theritate Pape in Eccleſia, cap.t3, & cap.14. And generally all 
our Proreſiant Divines again Js Paris, alledeins che Toxrs 
aboye-mentioned and others, do prove abundantly, that in the 
ſenſe declared, the Pope is to bz ſubje&t to a general Council, 
wherein alſo ſundry Papiſts do concurr with them. And queſti- 
onleſs,if in the crime of Auguſtine(who was no contemner of Sy-. 
nods & Councils)any in this ſenſe had declared,that they would 
not have ſubmucred their apprehenſions to their judgment, hee 
would have cried out again(t chem as well as agalnlt the Dona- 
titts,O :mpudentens vocem ! And we hope,when you have weigh- 
edrhe matter better,you will not in this ſenſe ſee any reaſon to 
refuſe to ſubmur either. your ſenſe, and apprehenfions of our Pa- 

r,,or What you may publiſh as your own. private Judgments 
1n other matters about Religion, to the Judgment of a general 
Council, ſuppoſing ic mighe be had. 


Wee have. now done with your Preface, and come. to the 
matter ir ſelf, wherein you.profeſſe, | 

(1.) To joyn with ws in a deep ſenſe of the ſeveral greſſe ſins 
and errors of the times, deſiring earneſtly to mourn rf or your 
own ſins, next for the ſins of others, &c, And here wee do hear- 
tily pray, that neicher wee nor you may. Aly of us condetnn 
our ſelves, either by profeſſing our ſorry, for what fins we 
may pradtiſe , 'or by refuſing to help forward the. good that we 
profeſſeto allow of, but-may reftifie the truth of our ſorrovv for 
our own and other mens ſins, by ſuitable endeayors to reform 
what is anuſſe in our ſelves, and helping. forward every one in 
his place the reformation of others. * 
; oy the nexc place, yqu ſay, Yoware alſo ſenſible with us, 
that there are ſundry perſons graſly ignorant in the main points, of 
Chriſtian Religion. And if ſo, wee hope you will acknowleds, 
that here, after the injoying of plenty of Preaching and the | 
publick Catechizing, har ok been uſed for many+years toge- 
cher, (and much more where there. hath been leſl> of chis means) 
many continue groſly ignorant-in the main points of Religion, 
is ar leaſt not to be>candemned in ſuch Muntters, as ſhall be 
willing to. take the, pains by privare Carechizing to ,infirut ſuch 
perſons: This courſe being to the es a matter of rn 

onely ; 


| | Z ne "a 
ohely 5 arid chat hertvipon, where the publick* Cateliing 42 
tits not irs ddfired end, the privace 'may be' good'tma aſeful, 
that ſo poot ſouls periſh nor for lack of knowleds, © 


chat was, \ee ſhall- particularly dechare: anon; (though 'by* 


' what wee ſay had been complained of,and reprefenred iintbeirs, 


ic might be gathered) and therefore wee were chiefly to ply 
our ſelyes to that, which was therem onr Main work andbiif- 
nefſe. Thar the grofle and damnable errors, that the looſmeſſe. 
of theſe times have brought fotth, are to be bewalled (if t-were 

poſſible) with tears of blood, is molt freely 6 beconfefled. 

And whether wee lay them note heart th forieÞHor meafure, 

God the ſearcherof all hearrs hee knows ; as whar complaints 
have been made of, theſe by rhe members of thns\Claſſis; both 

mrheirprayers $, | 

what teflimomes have been -giyen tothe reath of 'Jeſus/Chrit, 

and againſt the errors of the rimes, fibſcribed wich” their hatids 

and publifhed to the wortd,chongh therein! but cohrurting with. 
rhe reſt of their: Reyzrend Brethren in- rhis: Province; ur the 

Province of- Londvn, andother Evuntics of the: Lang, pofterj- 

ry may reade, when wee are'tn out graves. Bur as to'che mol 

of the Congregarions'belongmg to this -Claſſts; the Mr 


_ the mformuing of the ignor-pr;,ana the 'teforrnitig of the r- 
dilous, the numbers of theſe bemgbreat, 'arid of rhofe thar are 
fo groſly etfencous as ro- maintain dammable 'doctrinzs; mid 
whereaf you profeſſe your felyes to be fo ſepfible; verytmconfi- 


derable, in compariſon! of the'Fornier* : ate ininrdty” of our 


Congregations, if 'not- mn moſt; (bſefſed B2GoJF 10) Hot fury 
at all; that 'wee know of. And theref6re there was northit 


- teaſon. tro make any ſuch exprefle* mention*©f theſT as bf 'the 
former. . 


geaching, men: can wirnefle ; 'and likewiſe. - 


ear bu- 
nefſe 'ro be Tooked after wasrhe uſe, 'of our beft®yideavors; For - 
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(39) NAGY 
former; alrchough in our Paper wee were not herein» nejicher al 
cogether filents as will afrer appear. | 4, ©; - [- 
_ Having profeſſed your agreement with us thus farr, yo go on | 
ro feclare your ſelves, That, touching the way of informing the _ - | 
190 SY rhe wicked and erroneous, you ſhall not much 
Nt. F | . | 
- (1) :You ſay, For the: Information and inſtruttion of the r9- 
norant by way i. before they be admitted to £4 "gh 
mentyrhs courſe by uz pabliſhed (prowided,you faygir be inpublick,) 
bottle differeth from the Order preſcribed by the ( burch of Eng- 
land and other Reformed ( hurches abroad, before any bei admut- 
twd to the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. _ | 
. Thar all Children and others, (fo many as it is fit to 11ftru& 
afrer that, manner)be-publickly catechized,ts thit, which we hear= 
ly wiſh bad:bzen & were more generally praRiſed in our own 
Church at home, as it is practiſed by the Reformed Churches 
abroad. Amnd certainly, had the pnblick catechizing of Chil- 
dren and others been more generally and conſtantly practiſed, 
there had not : been char cauſe to complain of rhe grofle igna- 
rance of fimdty perfons of ripe years, and ſome of th2m'goy2r- | 
nours of Families, as now there is. Wee, do alſo underitand --— 
you by what you do here expreſſe, thar yoBjudg it not meet, 
that the groſly ignorant ſhould be admutred ro the Lords Sup- 
| per, inthat you ſeem to approve of the pravtice of the Re- 
formed-Churches abroad, (as of our own' at-home) in raking 
- courſetoinforamrhe ignorant, before rhey ada them ro. the; 
Sacrament of "the Lords Supper; And therefore: wee .ſre nor: 
| | how you can in reaſon deny, but'there ought ro be an examint-- 
W-:- rion and'trial of all perſons, before they be admitted .co the 
| Lords Supper, charſo:the groſly 1gnorant may nat be admutred,, 
as they might be, if- all promilcuoully were admirred withour 


any:tebarall. . EE YL 1 £7 | | 
But whereas, in this conceflion about catechizing, yourhave a' * Þ 
Proviſe, that ir bs m publick, wee do rot ſee, why you ſhould; © * & 
fſo-limic it, if at be- confeſſed, that ir is neceflary, that the igno-. | 
, reat ſhould be informed, and that.catechizing is an-uſefull means. | | 1 
| to\\traitacharend, . You.know:how-ir, would daſh fungry:know- "3 
| ing perſons ro/ bo earafhizad-ublickly ia cheCongregavane | | 
Chl 2I--2 ut  « 


LA 
C—_— — — — — 
_ —__ 
— C—_——  IO—_— N ——_ CE ——— 


| 6. (20)) 
45 Bur as for thoſe that are conſcious ro themſelves , thar they are 
| very ignorant , if theſe ſhould be. called. forth to publique 
Catechizing , ir were. more likely to drive them from the pub- 
lique Aſſembly,and ſo from the uſe of all means for their in> 
formation, then be ayaileable to this end. As touching what 
was propounded by us in our paper , as the way for their infor- 
| - mation ( though ir was nor intended fogany ſuch a purpoſe as 
ro (exclude publique Cateckizing ) it was done in way of con- 
deſcenfion to rhe weakeſt, and ro ſhew ourwillingneſs to.ap- 
ly our ſelves toany courſe , ſo we might be inftramentall to 
ring poor dark .and blinde Souls to che knowledge of Chriſt, 


and which in our bas apr is more likely to be attained im 
many , as the caſe .ſt 


s$ with them, ina more ow way of 

 OCarechizing im any of the wayes propounded by us , then if 

- we ſhould Catechize all the ſeverall Families publiquely before 
the whole congregation. 

( 2) Touching thoſe that erre ſo grofſely , whether i» Doftr;-- 
»als or points of diſcipline , thereby renting from a true conſtituted 
Church, you ſay, we ſpeak _nothing,either of their fin or pumſhment, 
yet you hope, we with you do holdythat the Churches lawfull Paſtors 
have the power of rhe kejes committed to them, to excommunicate' 
ſuch offenders. 

We have given you the reaſon already , why we made nor- 
ſuch expreſs mention of theſe offenders , as of the former , al-- 
chough ( as you will hereafter perceive)” we are not wholly 
filent touching eirher the ſir or puniſhment of theſe. Onely at 
preſent , becaufe you' profeſs 'ro allow of- that previous courſe. 
of -admonition- preſcribed by Chriſt , in reference to the ſcan- 
dalous Mat. 18. before. they be excommunicated ; bur here 
ſay nothing of any fuch courle to bz raken with the herericall: - 

7 or {chifmaricall ; ( rhough we hope alſo of you, thar you diſal- 
low it not) we ſhull briefly declire , what courſe is to b2 held 
by the rules of the Presbyrerian Government , before the ſen- 
rence of excommunicatton pals againſt theſe offenders ,. and 
whereof -our paper Was not hGilent. . This Government , how- 
ever it gives notoleration: to any” ſuch errours', as ſubvert the 

faith ; or any ®ther errours , which overthrow the power of godli- 

- weſs ; if the party, who holds them , ſpreads them , ſeckang to- 


aran 
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(22) | 
draw »thers after him , or to any ſach pratiiſes, as'm thein own 
nature manifeſtly ſubvert that order ,; V/mty and Peace 5 mhich. 
( briſt- hath eſtabliſhed in his Church. e being off2nces 
cenſured by rhis Government , ( and of which further after= 
ward, ) yet this Government preſcribes' the exerciſe of pa- 
tience and long page, ( eyen toward thoſe that ey 
erre in-DoAarine as well as toward thoſe that are ſcandalous in 
life ) in. the uſe of all means for the convincing them of their 
errours ; by xeaſoning with-Lhem our of the Scriptures 7 as we 
ſee was practiſed in the Synod , that was held at Jeruſalem - and 
as Ve ſee the Fathers of. thz Niceze Counctl , did not diſdain 
ro- reaſon and difpute wich Arr: ( though he denyed the 
Deity of Chriſt) before they condemned him : And as alſo other 
Fathers did wich other Hereticks in the Synods, although-of- 
rentimes in: vain. Thar ſo none might -have any'jult cauſe to 
complain ,-that they were condemned , before:they were fully 
heard. And as touching ſuch as run-into ſuch practices , as m 
their own nature tend manifeſtly to the ſubverting of thar order 
and unity which Chrift hath eſtabliſhed in the Church , it la- 
bours with theſe alſo in rhe uſe of all gentle means to reclaim 
them , and bring them back again to'the Church'they have rent- 
themſelves from , before it proceed to-cenſure. As 1t doth alſo 
put a difference berween the ſeducers,and ring-leaders of a Se; 
and thoſe that are nuſled. Haying reſpe&@ nor only to the nature - 
of the . offence ,- but alſo to the quality of the offender ; and: 
exerciſeth -patience and. forbearance. rowards all, ſo long as 
there is any hope of reducing them by mulde correQtion - Being 
ever. mare defireous to heal , then cur off any. member. And: 
thus having declared our ſelyes in this, we go an with you. 

( 3.) For youſay ; For ſuch as are ſcandalom and wicked in 
their lives, admonition private and publique ts to be obſerved,' 
according to Chriſts rule Mat. 18. But if they ſtill continue , and: 
will not reform , the-( hurches lawfull Paſtors have power to ex- 
communicate ſuch. 

In this you fully come -up to what we hold , as co the means, 
thc 1; to be uſed for the reformation of theſe , and we are glad 
rh-<r2 18 an agreement in; judgement detwixt you and us thus far. - 
Neuher. can we-ſee how , upon this conceſſion , you carsin rea-- 

ſort + 


Dr Hammond, 


; (22), 


ſon finde fauk with our LT , if there ſhouſd be ovog- 
ſion for. our- —__— ſuch perſons, asforitheir nocorious 
offences and theit /6 acy- therein 5 might \jufily" merit the 
tngrieſt cenſure. 4 


For | however , peritaps you: ms fay;-you fumble chiefe! at 
this., chat our oo oi ( har $a your judgement kb be 
bucmeer Layer) )' doyoyh mthe Government with us:j yer 
we ſes nor how'this cao bvanyJuft groundof ſeruple ro: any of 
you , Who: (if 'we miſtake Wis tvere/ all of you fatisfied ih 
your conſciences rouctung the lawfulnzſs of the late'Goyern- 
ment of Epiſcopacy' ,/as it 'was-chen exeraſed , arleaſtas ro 


ſubmulion to it:; and wherein High-Conmilſioners, Chancelors 


and Commiſſaries ( that were as machy Lay-men thety yas ruling: 
Elders can be in-yonr judgement-now: ) had'fo great a'ſhire', as 
ro/fuſpend Minifters from the 'exetciſe of their: Miniſity'; up6n 
ſuch complaints as ,- according ro'ehe- orders thar: Were ap- 
pointedin thoſe dayes ,.ehe y might rake cortiiziice of, and fo 
far , as to decree rhe franes of. excomitiubication againit them 
and others ; as there wag ocedfion for it.: 17 / © | 
Bur here we muſter furtherprofeſs;; we do! or know, whom: 
you mean by 'Iawfull-Paftots, to whom youthere 'Hranc the - 
power of excommunicatioh. Some. we. _ x there are , tliat 


would make the. Dioceſan Biſhops-the' one - Paſtors of the 
Church; and thar-orher Manes do bur = aq by deputa- 
tion from their atid under rhem. - We youare nor of - the” 


minde of rheſe.:For rhen , as'the-difſent bottint betwixr 
you and us would be far greater, then as yet we un prehendic 
» ſo hence ic wilt follow, thae, till Paley ſhoufd _—_ 
kk .muſt not ( if you would pronde for the {afety'o f the 
perſons and eſtates of -chzm chat. {houtd\matitage rhe Gdverh- 
ment.) 'be- the diſpencing of- any Charch cenftires aralt;\ For 
you. may eaGly\ khow., chat not only by-AGtsand Ordinances: 
of Parltamanr before made forth: abolithing of Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops, @'c. ( and which are confirmed by'the-lare hums 
ble Advice affented unto by his Re ef, 12.) the office 
and juriſdiction of. Droceſah' Billiops is naway. Bur there 


is, yet a further Barre pur/in4glinf} DPeclacy inthe tr. f&7, of che 


aforeſaid humble Advice:; whers' ies expreſly caurioned; ( and 
WC 


. 
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we. judge was out-of 2 conſcienzious mindfulnaf ef: har hay 
ben in choſe. very; rermes.coremmedagiintt aha theckiberty,) 


« da:confent;in(ſubſtantials for matter, of at 
fer of fombconjnition in eine. of Dfo-pline 


And \ealtquencly:,..that :in! 
kat; thexotdination 


(83) 

what hack 
chac- is granted .cofome ; be nat. efferided ro:Papery and Pro- 
lacy. And-thexefore if any Diocefan Biſktp thoutd exerciſe 
his juriſd&ion , and excommunicare any perſon withiti this 
Lavd. wherein, by Authprity.\( as yau, may fee afterward!) 


thergis,alfoun appemeument.of: another Government , we leaya 
£10. thoſe: thr are learned m the Law, ro: determine y wherher. 


ſuch Diocefan; Biſhops-would nor;run themſelves thts x: pro- 
murire, TRAM NL 10 . | 
- But if you ,.do ner deſtrain lawfult Paflors ro theſe'onely, 
our. idoubt ;yeta2s: Whether you meanmnor emely ſuch Miniſters, 
2s: Were onchiney by Idtiocetan Biſhops rxcindingrhoſe our of 
the 'yumber!; that;/firice heir boing Taken away ychave been 
ordained by Presbyters onely? 1, 1 CU I Lo 
- If this. be- your ſenſe , we ſhaltontly.ac preſent minde you, 
of: whac- is publiſhed, -ro be che:Judgement of D" Vþe7 lare 
Primare & Jrelend-y in a Book larelypux 
Preacher ,corhe Honourabje'Sociery af Gr 
though a firagger ro:us, and one of a differedntgudgementfrom 
us in the point of Epiſcopacy.,' 'yer. We-rexetente for his mbde- 
racion/andiprofeſſionof his:detiresfor peaed'; wiſhing that:ſuch, 
res”, ''woul# con- 
= | provare 1- 
rerefts had circum ſiantials:.maoght nat htep thetnrhbnstar aſunder. 


forthiby I Bergard, 
aye:Iuxes anjl whom, 


% 


* Inwhich wiſhas\wedy cotdufly joyn oneiifics; fo.we hearth « | | 
ly defire, «thi: all godl'andimoderare ſpipired memthroughout of þ17 4h 


che/Land-would al fo-clafe; ' Burthe book; which the ſaid DoRar Book. 


heach: hcely:publifhedy as.mmwoted. The Judgement of tho late 
Archtufhardf Atrmagh and Arimate of brelind, &c.. In this 


a-letrer of. his ({ented. hinvasmiſhonkd fem for that purpoſe ) 
dech.rvs: his Judgement. touchin$dthe ortlinnipn of che Miniltry 


in:th- Reformed Churghes in Frazre and Ho%ard. There he faich, 


that Eprſcepes & Predirior.gradn'tankumn diferunt , non ordine. 
- ces\ where Biſhdps cannoc: be 


Book\ this Ioctor: tellg.us ;-thafthe late Primate in Ariſwer ro 


D Dre yeers:ftanderhayalid. And 1n the: 
cloſe:\of\ lils: Arifwienabour rlas-point -he faith 3\That for the - 
rio teſtifying... 


WF ESE 9 
wig of > hus Communion with the Churches ( of the Tow 
owntijes ): of whom the had-fpoken -1immediately: before : and- 
which he there-profeſſeth, He doth love and honour as true mem- 
bers of the Wmiterſall ( burch : ( notwithſtanding the difference, 
that Was betwixt him and them abour the point of Epiſcopacy )- 
he doth: profeſs, ' That with )like affettion he ſhould recerve the 
bleſſtd Sacrament 'ut the hands of che Dutch Miniſters , if hie' 
were in Holland , 'as he: fhauld ds at the hands of the French Mi-' 
niſters if, he-were in Charenton; See pag. 125. and 126. Hence 
you may perceive , that the Judgement of D* #ſher was ; That 
the Ordinarion of Presbyrers,. where Biſhops cannot be had, « 
fandethyalid. And conſequently}, if you be of his opinion, 
(and you rnuſt-have ftranger-reaſons,theneyer yer we-haye ſeen, . 
to bear you our-therein if you judge otherwiſe) they ought ts 
be efteemed [awfull Paſtors, ro Whom you grant the power of 
Excommunication , Biſho aenrs, ne taken away , and may 
not therefote ordain ry rothe preſent Laws of theLand. 


The ſaid D* Bexierd hath-fome anithadverciſenients upon that 
- Letter (in which'D: #fer doth deliver his judgement, as above 


ſaid )::and:there:thews; thar- he was not inthis Judgemenrof 
-his hngular- . He alledgeth'D* Davenant , that pious and learn- 
ed Biſhop» of Sariamry ; -22 conſenting with him'in it (inhis 
determinations: gueſt. 42+.) and. producerh 'the.:principall- of 
-theSchoolemian ," Gulre/mrus Pariſienſss Gerſon, Durand, &c. 
and declaresarto.be'che.Generall:opinion- of the'S en ; 

. « Epifcepatum ut thiftingaturo a" impleer ſacerdotio' non efſe alizm 
ordinem , 8c. {ee pag..130;- of the aforenamedBook ,-asalſo 
pagoit31, 132. Whete-rhe concurrence of D* Davenant wich 
D*. Vſher in his judgement :abourthis matter is declared more 
fly; Headdesalſororhers;.a8in ſpeciatl 5 D* Richard Field 
1n 1us. keirned;Boak! of the-Church (/16. 130 cap.539. and {1b:N1 
cap. 27» And alſo:thari Book intituled' defence of the Ordina- 
110 of the Miniſters of the Reformed Churches beyond the Seas, 

. maintained by .Archdeacen Maſon againſt the Romaniſts. And 
fturcher he ſaith ; He bath been afſmred.,''it was not antly the Jud- 
.gtment:of Biſhop Overall ; but that ihe bad aprincipalt hand init. 
tie actlus., hat the fore-mentioned tthtbor producerb many teſt;+ 
Thom 'g,hThe Mi of the Sentenees;, \and muſt of the as 5% 
IS ona- 
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' Bonaventure , Thomas Aquinas , Durand, Domninicus Sors,: 
Richardus Armachanus , Toſtatus , Alphonſus'a Cafito; Gerſon; _. 
Petrus Canifius , to have affirmed the ſame ; aud it laſt, worerh''* 
Medina 4 pr incipall Biſhop of the Council of Trent , who affirmed, 
That Jerome , Ambroſe, Auguſtine, Sedulius, Primaſius; Chry-" 
ſolftome, Theodoret, Theophyla& were of the ſame judgment al-- 
ſe. Bur you may £e theſe things your ſelyes in D* Bernard, 
Pag.l 3241333134. Wee have been onely ar the pains to tran- 
ſcnbe them. 

Wee could alledg many more Teſtimonies to proyz this : But 
wee count theſe ſuſficient ; and do alleds thele the rather, be- 
cauſe brought by one that is of the ſame None wich you, as 
wee ſuppoſe. 

- But having declared how. farr you accord with us in Judg- 

. meng, touching the way of informung the ignorant, and refor- 
ming the wicked perſons , and ſchiſmatical, &'c, you tell us ; 

T hat you are not therein ſo wavering and unſettled in your  appre- 
henſions of the Caſe, as to ſubmit either it or them,either wholly or 
21 part, to the contrary Judgment and determination of a general 
Conncil of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, much leſſe to a new 
termed Provincial Aſſembly at Preſton ; wherein you profeſſe no 
little to differ from ws. | 
Thar, which wee ſubmitted wholly to. the Judoment of the 
Provincial Aftembly, was not, whether. Catechizing was a way 
appoinced by God in his Word, for the information of the ig-. 
norant ; bur.in what way of Carechizing (as is expreſſed in our 
Paper) the ignorant in our Congregations, who never offered 
chemſelyes unto rhe Sacrament, were molt like ro b2 broughr 
ro ſome meaſure of knowledg ; and which is nor amatter of 
DoErine bur of .Order onely. Neither was it by us ſubmitred 
ro that Aſſembly ; whether che cenſures of the Church were 
che means appointed by Chriſt for the reforming of rhe ſcanda- 
| Tous ? But, whether it might not be meer pro hzc & nunc, and as 
che prone caſe ſtood, to apply the Cenſures ? (and ſo pur in 
practice at this time that, which in the General wee were ſiiffi- 


C 


ciently afluredfrom the word of Truth, was the way for their 

; x:formation)) and with which wee were both by God and Man 
- acryſted co diſpenſe unto thoſe that were openly ſcandalous in 
ec] $64 | Our 


— 
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euir Congregations 3 However they contented themfelyes to- 
kve in the want of the Lords Supper , nor ever preſented them- 
ſelves to the Elderſhip ro be adqutred ro it, And this (becauſe 
meexrely circum{ſtantiall,, as to the diſpencing of the Cenfures 
at this tine and to ſuch Perſons ) we think herein we owed the 
Provinciall Aſſembly ( unto whoſe Authority we profeſs our 
ſelves to be ſubje& ) ſo much reſpe& and dury ,. as to fubmise - 
our apprehenſions in a Cafe of rhis nature (which they had pto- 
pounded unto us to be ſeriouſly weighed, as they had done to 
the reſt of the Clafles within this Province”) -unto their Jud- 
gement , and to take their concurrent approvall along with 
us , before we proceeded to-practiſe in a matter of this weight, 
And yet we haye declared before, That however we are not ſo 
wavering and unſettled in matters of faith , as to reſolve our 
belief into the determination of Syods or Councils , believing 
no more, nor no otherwiſe, then as they derermine : Yer 
chat it 15 not out of the compals of the atthority of a Syzed to 
examine, try and aurhoritattyely to cenſure Dofrines as well 
as-matters of Diſcipline. Andwe think ( how confident ſoeyer: 
you may be of the ſoundneſs and orthodoxneſs of what in 


your TN you propound in way of exception againſt any thing 
you h 


In ours aye not ſuch clear and inqueſttonable grounds 
from Scripture for the fame , that you were to be accuſed of 
wavering or. unferrlednefs, if you had' ſubmitted rhe fame ro- 
have been examined and tried by a Promncial Aſſembly : and 
much leſs, .if you could haye had the opporrunicy of tubmit- 
ring 1t to the Cenſure of a Generat Connal. | 
But whereas menttoning our Provincial Aﬀembly at Preſton, 
ou call ir a new termed Provincial Aſſembly, If your meaning, 
be , that the terming it a Provincial 'Afembly in ttead of a Pro- 
vinclal Synod ts a new term, then this 1s bur onely a Zogor' 
machia, and not much ro be mliſtedon. Although wefre- 
quently call it a Provincial Syed as well as a Provincial Afſem- 
bly. Bur if your-meaning be ; That it is a new termed Provin- 
cal Aſſembly at Prefton. - Becauſe Provincialf Synods or Aﬀent- 
blies' ave been held bur larely at Prefer,” we fee tot (if Pro- 
vinclal Aſſemblies be wartantable, and have'beett of ancient uſe 
in the Church ) that having been-long th/dis-ife ; rhey begin of 
| | late 


tice to be held at 


ut 
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Preſton , that can juſtly incurre your cenſure | 
Bur: if the Antiquicy of ſuch Aſſemblies be chat you queſtion : 
Then we referte you to what D* Bernard inthe Book of his 
above quoted , ſhews was the Judgement of D* Ver ( who is 
acknowledged by all that knew him , or are acquainted yyith his 
works, to have been a great Antiquary ; however we alleadge 
bint not., that you-ſhould build your faith upon his Teſtimony) 
and. which we think may be ſufficient to vindicate Provincial 
Aſſemblies iy your - choughts from all ſufpirion of novelty. In 
thar Book you have in the cloſe of it propoſals touching the 
ReduRion of Eptfcopacy unto the form of S7;modical Goyern- 
ment receyed in the ancient Church. And ic thus begins. By 


* the Order. of the Church of England , all Presbyters are charged 


to adminiſter the Dottrime and Sacraments, and the Diſcipline of 


Chriſt , as the Lord hath commanded, and as this Realm hath re- 


served, And that they might the better anderſtand , what the 
Lord hath commanded herein , The exhortation of Paul to the 
Etders of Epheſus A&s 20. 28. i appointed to be read unto then 
at the time of therr Ordination, A little after it 15 acknoykdged, 
That Ignatius by; Presbytery mentioned by Paul 1 Tim. 4. 14. 
d:d nnderſtand the Community of the reft b4 the Presbyters or El- 
ders , who then had a hand, mot onely in the delivery of the Do- 


 Grine and Sacraments , but alſo in the adminiſtration of the 


Deſeiplize of Chriſt. And for further proof. Tertullim zs a/- 
leadged in his Generali Apologie for Chriſtians. Where he ſaith, 
that in the Chnrch- are uſed exhortations , chaſtiſements and di- 
wine cenſure ; For Judgement is groen with great advice , as a- 
mong thoſe, who are certain , they are un the ſight of God. And 
# #5 the chiefeſt foreſhewing of the Jatlgement to come , if any man 
have ſo KR » that 4 be baniſhed from the Communion of 
Prajer , and: of the Aſſembly, and: of all holy Fellowſhip. The 


Prefidents , that bear rule therem , ave certain approved Elders, 


| ho have obtained this hononr, not by reward, but by good report. 


There alſa # further ſhewed, That in matters of Eccleſraſtical 


. Judicatare , Cornelius Biſhop of Rome uſed the recerved form of 


patbering togerher thi Presbytery. And that Cyprian ſufficiently 

Gableno: of what Perſons that conſiſted 3; When h wiſheth hems to 

read hi Letter so-the flourifhing C rd 7 , which there did prefide 
5A 


or 
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or rule with bim.” «Aud further , That in, the 4'" Council of 
Carthage it was concluded. That the Biſhop might hear no mans 
Cauſe without the preſence. of the Clergy. And that otherwiſe the 
Biſhaps ſentence ſkauld be void , unleſs u were confirmed by the 
Clergy. And yet further. That this #s found inſerted into the Ca- 
nons of Egbert. ( who was Archbiſhop of York.mn the Saxon times) 


and. aftermards into the body of the Canow'law it ſelf; It is here 


alſo-acknowledged , T hat m our Church, thiwhind of Precbyteriax 
Government hath beewmuch diſuſed» Yet that it did profeſs , thas 


every Paſtor -hath a right to rule the Church ( from whence alſo 


the name of Rettor was at firſt grven unto him) and adminiſter 
the Diſcipline- of Chriſt , as well as:to diſpence- the Dotrine'und 


Sacraments , &Cc. -By. all. which: it is-acknoyledged , and alſo * 


proved ; That the form of Government by the-unired ſuffrages 
of. the Clergy, is ancient : and hich is there in expreſs termes 
eflerted.; as it:might be demon(irated by many more Teſtimo- 
nies., but that we conceive theſe already menttoned are ſufh- 
cient , and being alleadged by the aforementioned Author, 


As alfo eyidencing whar his own Judgement was in this point, 


may be more likely ro ſway with you ( if .inthar there ſhould 
be a diſſent betyyixt you and us ) then any thing , that yye-could 
our ſelyes produce. Bur in «this redu&tion of - Epiſcopacy to 


the form of Synodical Government recetyed in 'the ancient 


Church ', there are propoſals of Aſſemblies . of Paſtors ' within 
certain: limited. bounds. Whith-( ſaving that they are ſome of 
them ſomewhat lirger then-ours, which 1s but a circumſtan- 
tial difference ) do hold proportion yvith che Claffical ,- Pro- 
vincial , and National Afſemblizs,: mentioned in the form of 
our Church Government. As alſo the times profounded there 
for their meeting , the power of theſe Aſſemblies , and whar 
they were to haye:Cognizance . of, and the ſubordination of 
the lefler to 'the greater , with liberty of Appeal; if need 
ſhould require, and are the ſame in ſubſtance as with us. -And 
all. rheſe were propounded ,. as the way of Government in the 
ancient Church, andinthe year 164r. ( after the troubles, chat 
had riſen in Sc:r/and about Epiſcopacy and the Ceremonies , and 

zfore the -ſerting up of the Presbyrerian Goyernmenc im-this 
Land, had:{o much as. fallen under.debate.in«the Parliament, 


ſ@-> 
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fo far as eyer we heard of ) 4s an expedient to prevent the rrdu- 
bles , that: did after'atiſe in this Land abour the matter of 
Church Goverment , being for the moderating of Epiſcopacy ; 
That at that time was grown to that height , tharic had ulte 
taken away fron the Paſtors that rule, char of right did bgtong 
unto them ; And'for the ReduRion of it to the ancterit form 
of Synodicall Government. And therefore in the Judgement 
of this learned and reyerend Antiquary , our Provincial Afſem- 
bly at Preſton ( where the Paſtors of: the Churches are mem- 
bers, as he acknowledgerh of right: they onghe co be in-ſuch 
Aſſemblies ) would: not haye- beert accounted a n2w termed 
Provincial Afſembly. 

- - But you-go on andrel{ 'us. That other parts of our Paper are 
full of darkyefs , to which you 7 » Jou carinot ſo fully aſſent , till 
farther -explicated and unfolded by us. | 

We cannot apprehend any ſuch darkneſs in our Paper , as 

you-ſpeak of. Bur yet becauſe in yours,you queſtion what aurho- 
rity we thaye from the ciyil Magiſtrate , for what we do, and 
likewiſe the extent of 'it : and your miſtakes of our meaning 
may perhaps ſone of thm arife from your unacquainredneſs 
with the rule we walk by. Although we were not to be blam- 
ed for any miſtakes , that might ariſe ab /gnorantia juris ( whe- 
ther ſimple or affe&ed,that we determin2 not,but leaye you to 


examine ; ) Before 'we come to make Anſwer more particularly 


to What follows,” we are willing to be at {one pames to give 
ou ſome further account of th2 power We- are awarranted by 


the: civit Authoricy , for to exerciſe. - To what perions within 


our bounds it extends it ſelf : and what ſome of thoſe rules are; 
that are preſcribed unto us by cayil Authority , to walkby in 
the exerciſe of that power we are berruſted with. - - 

It isa general and common miltake amongt.many , thatthe 
Presbyterian Government was eftabliſhed by che Parliament 


- bur: for three yeers, and that therefore ir is now exyired and 


out of date. Bur if you: peruſe all that paſſzd in Parliamenc 
rouching it, no ſuch matter-wifl appear. The diretions of the 


Lords and ( ommons Aſſembled in Parliament , after advice had. 


with the Aſſembly of Dtvines,for the'Eletting and chuſing' Ruting 


Elders in all the Congregations ,' and m the Claſſical Aſſemblies; 
for 


FH 
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for the: (ities of London and, Weſtminſter |, and: the ſeveral 
Countizs f the Kingdom ; For tha ſpeedy ſetling of the'Prexb1- 
terian Government , bearing date Augult,' 19. 1645. Their Or- 
dinauce together with Rules und Direttions, concerning fſuſpern» 
ron fgongyhe Sacrament f the Lords Supper, tw caſes of Ignorance 
| 5 dated Octob.20.1645, The Fortes alfo feby ſaid 
Howes for the Chaiſe of Elders throughout the Kingdon of En 
gland and Dominion of Wales iwithereſpettive Pariſh (hmeches 
and Chappels , according. to the direttions before mentioned. And 
touching the power granted to the Tryers of Elettzons of Elders, 
Of the date of Feb. 20. 1645. and Feb. 26. 1645.. Their Ordi- 
nance for keeping ſcandalous Perſons from the Satrament of rhe 
Lords Supper ;. the. enabling of Congregations: for thechnee of 
Elders , aud ſupplying of Tefetts in former Ordinances and Dis 
rettions of Parliament concermng Church Government , bearing 
date Mirch 14. 1545. The Remedies preſcribed by them for re- 
moving ſame obſtruttions in Church Gavernment,dated Aprill.224 
1647. Azd their Qrdinaxce for the ſpeedy dividing aud fetling 
the ſeverall, Counties of -thes Kingdom into diftintt ( lafficall 
Presbyteries and Congregationall Elderſhips, dated Jan.2g.1647. 
We lay, all theſe 'were paſl:d abſolutely without any provi. 
ſo's at all, linnting the time of their continuance , that 1s ex- 
prefled in any of them. Indeed-in the Ordinance of Parlia- 
ment gtving power to all the Cl:flical Presbyreties withm their 
reſpectitye bounds, to Cxaruine,approve and-ordam Minifters for 
ſexerall Congregations , dated Nov. io. 1645: It is provided 
in che Clole of ic , That it ſhall ſtand in force for twelve moneths, 
and no longer. As 1t is provided in anocher Ordinance for rhe 
O:dination of Miniſters by the' Claſhcal Presbyrers. within 
their reſpective bounds for the ſeyerall Congregations m the 
Kingdom of , Englaxd bearing date Augaſt. 28. 1646. That it 
ſhall land in force for three years and no longer. Which latter 
might give to ſome ( that reok- but the marrer upon report ) 
an occalion to concelye, that the Presbyterian Government 
was: ſettled bur tor three years, Alchough that was burill ap- 
plied ro-all che (ereratl Ordinances-that had+paſſed before , 
which belonged onely ro one. But the Ordinance'eſpecially, 
from hich chietely ( as we conceive.) the miſtake yrs 
ettling 
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ſettling the. Presbyrerian Government. for three years onely, 
ans Fo Fees that paſſed Jaxe 5. 1646. Theta Wal 
of is, «An Ordimance:of the Lords \and (ommons Aſſembled 
in Parliament , for the preſent ſettling ( without further delay ) 
of the Presbyteriall Government in the Church of England.In the 
Cloſe whereof ir 1s ordained. That this Ordinance ſhall cox- 
thaxe for the.ſpace of three years, and no longer, nnleſs both Houſes 
think, fit to continne it. Bnt if the matter of this Ordinance be 
conſulted , it 1s manifeſt it was but touching a Committee of Lords 
and Commons to adjnilge and determine ſcandalous offences not 
formerly enumerated , appointed by the Ordnance in ftead aud 
place of Commuſſioners mentioned in the Ordinarce of March 14. 
I645- And alſo ſkewing bow the Elderſhips were to proceed in the 
examination of ſuch ſcandalous offences. And touching what 
power was granted to the ſaid Committe: , and m what ſort they 
were to proceed , as 1s clear to'any , that ſhall but take the paines 
zo peruſe that Ordinavce, The ground whereof in the preface 
ron, is madeto be this. The Lords and ( ommons in Parliament 
hotding their former reſolution, that all notorious aud ſcandalous 
offenders ſhall be kept from the Sacrament , have thought fit to 
make a further addition to the ſcandaloms offences formerly eny- 
meraretl, for which men ſhall be kept back from the Sacrament. 
And leaft the ftlay of the enumeration, an4 the nt naming of 
Commiſſioners ro judge of Caſes not ennmerated , ſhould hinder 
the putting in execution the Presbyterian Governemen: alread 
eftabliſhed , They have thought fit, -&c. Ant do therefore ordain 
a Committee ( therein particularly nomwated) in ſtead and plate 
of (,ommiſſioners. | | 

The groundleſneſs of the miftake about fettlng the Presby- 
terial : Goyetntnent for three! years: onely , thit might ariſe 
from the-'proviſo iy this Ordinance , 1s {0 clear to any common 
underltanding;, chat the bare reciralt of the firm of the matter 
of this Ordininee , and- the gronmd of making it , dorti make 
ſo fully ro-appear, thar ie were but loft labour to uſe any 
mor2- words about t. Bur ye hve parcicularſy mentioned all 
hat» ever paſſed che Parliament ( fo far xs we have eirher ſeen 
or:.heard of) rhar -Mithisreo concerned 'Church' Government , 
unull{-rhe- year 1649, her the form of Charch G tans 


— 
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(32) | 
be uſed in the Church-of England and Ireland was agreed upon 
by the Lords and Commons Aſſembled in Parliament, after Ad- 
vice had with the Aſſembly of Djwines ,,.and was ordered by them 
to be printed Augult. 1 g. of the ſaid. year 1648, Andthis O:di-. 
nance (wherein all that had paſſed the Parliament beforz in 

rts , and at ſeverall times , and what eyer was but temporary, 
by yertue of other Ordinances ( ſo far as was intended for . 
continuance ) are. moulded -up into a complete body , with a 
ſupply of ſundry chings that. had been neyer mentioned nor 
publiſhed before in orher Ordininces ) 1s without any limita- 
tion of time for its continuance , and remains unrepealed to - 
this day , for any thing we hive ſeen or heard to the contrary. 
Nay we think ( as we, ſhall rouch upon anon ) That hy the 
burcable Advice , aflented to by his Highneſs, this Ordinance 
( as well as others )) receiyes ſtrength, | 

Buc by this full account: given, we think we haye made. ic 
ſufficiently to appear , that we have had the Authority of the 
civill Magiſtrate to bear us out ,. in what ye have acted fince the 
firſt ferting up of the Presbyrerian Goyernment untill this pre-. 
ſent. Except there be any , that can come forth, and charge 
us to haye tranigreſſed the rules appointed by the Parliamene 


for us to obſerye in our atings, againſt whichour own inno- 
cency only ſhall be our defence. | 


It now remaines for your further ſatisfation.and our own 
vindication , that we regite ſome things particularly out of the 
form of Church: Goyernme! 


x , which we concelye are thereunvo 

(ublervient, | | 
In the very firſt Words of the Ordinance ( according to what. 
we have betore recited in the dire&ions for the electing and 
chooling of ruling Elders, and is there alſo to be found) | you 
may find ic thus. Be it ordered and ordained by the Lords and 
Commons in Parliament Aſſembled and by Authority of the ſame, 
That all Pariſhes and Places whatſoever within the Kingdom of 
England a»d Dominion of Wales , (as well Priviledged Places 
and exempted Juriſdittions , as others ), be brought ph, the Go- 
vernment of C ongregationall — laſſicall , Provinciall and N atio- 
nall Aſſemblies, &c. Where it. 1s to us unqueſtionable,, Thar 
by vercue of chis appointment , ſuch as live; wichin the bounds 


of 
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| of our ſeyerall congregations, and Pariſhes arz under th2 power 

of ſome one or other of the Congregational Eld:rſhips, conſti- 
rured by Authioricy of Parliament within our ſeverall Pariſhes ; 
And that all thoſe., that live within the bounds of our Cl:fſ; 
( mentioned before ) are under the power- of our Clafſic-1l 
Aſſembly, conſtruced in like manner by the ſaid Authoriy. 
. - Whar power is given particularly to the congregationall El- 
_ derfhips,you may finde in the aforeſaid form of Church Govern- 
menr., and unto which we reter you ; onzly we ſhall minde 
you, That by vertue thereof , they have prwer , «s they ſhall ſee 


| . 7ſt occaſion , to enquire into the knowledge and ſpirituall eſtate of 


” any .omember-of the Congregation to admoniſh , and rebuke , to 
ſuſpend from the Lords'T able, thoſe who are found by them , to 
be ignorant. and ſcandalous , and to excommunicate according to 
the rules and direttions after following. And' it is thereby or- 
dained , That the Examination and Judgement of - ſuch Perſons, 
45 ſhall. for their 1gnorance in the points of Religion , mentioned in 
that Ordinance , not - be pie? to the Sacrament of the Lords 


Supper , is to be tn the power of the Elderſhip of every Congrega- 
tron. All which will _—_ by the expreſs Letter of the {aid 


Ordinance, co any , that will conſulr ir, and which not only 
« zuſtifies all that 1s praiſed in that caſe by the ſeyerall Elder- 
ſhips., bur alſo ſhews what grounds this Claſſis had for that 
which was mentioned in- our Paper, touching both what is 
ther-in appointed-to the Miniſter about Catechizing Families, 
and alſo' concerning the Miniſters exhorting ſuch , as in the (c- 
verall Families he.ſhould finde to be of competent knoywlemge, 
and know to be-of blameleſs life, Thar = ſhould preſent _ 
; themſelyes to the Elderſhip ; The Triall and Judgement in ths 
as .not belonging to any one Miniſter alone , bur to the El- 
<rſhip. | 
| There are alſo rules and direQions given in this Ordinance to 
be obſerved. by che ſeyerall Elderſhips,, concerning ſuſpenſion 
from. the Sacrament of the Lords Supper in caſes of ſcandall, 
which may be ſeen there parcicularly. Bur there is no rule gi- 
ven., that will allow eicher the Elderſhip or Clafſis , according 
co the ſeveral. powers to them therein granted , either to warn 
| before all, or ro excommunicate knoying and blameleſs an 
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for their meer nor preſenting chemſelyes beforo rhe Elder- 


ip. - | 60-2 

The rules" of this Government prefcribe otherwile 3 as we 
our ſelves muft alſo needs efs, that We are not conſcious 
ro our ſelyes , rhat we have given any juft occaſion by our ma» 
nagement thereof , That contrary to the expreſs rules appoine- 


ed therein to be obſerved by us, and to the plain ſenſe of our- - 


expreſſions uſed in our Paper ( of which afteryard, ) any 


ſuch a thing ſhould have been ſo much as ſuppoſed to have been 


intended from any thing there expreſſed. 
/ Give us kave to proceed a little furcher , to-lay open the ar« 


der. that 1s pre ſcnibed in the above mentioned form of Church 


Government, touching the order of proceeding ro excammuni- 
cation ; Which as it will awarrant che publiſhing of mens names 
openly in the Congregation , and warning them before all ro 


reform , being fuch as are juſtly cenſurable by the rules there- 
of , and parcicularly yehere i prefcribes, ehat ſeveral pubPFgnc 


admmitions ſhalt be given to the offenders, &c. So it wilt awar- 
rant us in any thing , that is made cenſurable by that Paper of 
ours , that was publiſhed. | 

To make this to appear , as alſo to ſheyy what reaſon; we 
had to make known to the ſeyeral congregations within our 


bounds , what our Paper held forch. We ſhall here declare, - 


whar offences are cenſurable with this greateſt and laft:cenfure 
of Excommunication , according to the ordef , that is there 


preſcribed, and which , as it requires , that t be inflited with 
great and mature delrberation,and after att other good means have - 


ce p oſeged ; ſoir appoints intheſe expreſs Words. 


fuch Errours inprattice as ſubvert the Faith, or any other * 


Errors , which overthrow the power of Godlnefs.; rf the party 
who holds them , ſpread them, ſeeking to draw others after hin ; 


and ſuch fins in praftice', as cauſe the Name and Truth of God ta 


be blaſphemed , cant ſtand with the power of godbneſs ; and'ſuch 


prattiſes, as in their onn nature manifeſtly ſubvert that order, 


eſtabliſhed in has Church ; 
articularly all thoſe ſcandalom ſins, for which any Perſon is 


_ and Peace , which Chriſt hath eſtabl: 
ang Þ 
to be ſuſpended from the Sacrament of the Lords Smpper”, obſt- 


antely perſiſted in; theſe being publiquely known , to the juſt [ oy ' 


——__R 
* 
% 


the 


--- 


(38). 
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da of the Church ; The 


ought to proceed , wecording to the direitions after following. 


But the Perſons , that hold other Errours in Judgement, about 
which learned and Godly men poſſibl may and do differ, and which 


ſubvert not the faith , nor are deſtrattive to godlineſs , or that be 


guilty of ſuch fins of infirmities , ws are commonly found in the 
Chuldren of God « or Bec woes ſound in the raj holy = 
life ( and ſo wot falling under cenſure by the formey rules) en- 

avour to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of Preare ; and do 
Jet ont of conſcience, nt cone np 10 the obſervation of all thoſe rules, 
which are or ſhall be eftabliſhed by eAmbority , for regulating the 
outward worſhip of God , and Government! 7 his Charch, The 
ſentence of excommunication for theſe canſes ſhall not be denounced 


agarft them. 3D 
"Theſe things this Claſhs taking into Conſideration , rogether 


with the power they were betrutted wich by God and Man, for 


rhe diſpencing the cenſures of the Chutch , in the caſes cen- 


ſurable by the rules here laid down and elſewhere , in the form 
of Church Government : And there having been in the Proym- 
dall Agembly feverall debates rouching ſuch Petſons as in ehe 
ſeyeral Cnnpnganons were ignotant and ſcandalous , who 
oftered not themfelyes to the Sacrament , not to rhe Elderfhip 


| In order to their admiſſion to irs and they commending it to 


the ſeveral Claſſical Presbyreries co be confidered of 4 wherhet 
ſome further courſe yas nor to be held ,- for rhe information of 
the one ery _——— wed « wy aber arr 
taken , notwithſtanding their n - what they judge 
fittett ro be done for the claing thoſe ends z atideo repre- 
aro qgthrr er ro the next Aſſembly. This Claflrs 
| e concluded to repreſent their apptebenſions in 
Caſe, as is exprefſed in the Papet that was pi 
was approved of before by the Provincial Aﬀembly , and which 
they judge is ſuficently awatratited , in regard of any thing 
therein 'contatned, by the rules exprefſed inthe above men- 
tioned font of Church Government. 

We having thus far ſhewed what we have been ,. and are 
2w:rranted ro praftixe by the ſeveral Ordinances above men» 


tioned, we: hath now proceed further ro declare, That how- 


X ever 


&& 
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ever we are no Lawyers, and therefore leave the determination 
of the Caſe tothe learned in the Lay to judge of, towhomn ir 
belongs : yer; if ic- may: be lawfull for us ro judge of a marrer 


of this nature from the principles of reaſon; 1t ſeems ro us, - 


that the above mentioned Ordinances about Church Goverti- 
ment , as well -as. other Orcinances of Parſamevr ,. are con- 
firmed in the humble Advice afſcnred unto by his Highneſs in 


the 16. ſeRion thereof. Where we finde theſe Words. © Azd 


that nothing contained in this Petition and Advice , nor your 
Highneſs conſent therewno , ſhall be conſtrued to extend to the re- 
pealing or making void of any Ath or Ordinance , which ts not* 
contrary hereunto , or- to the matters hertin cortained. But that 


the ſaid Alts and Ordinances, not contrary hereunto, ſhall continge 
and remain in ferce , in ſuch manner , as if this preſent Petition 


and eAdvice had not at all been had or made , or your Highneſ's 
conſtut thereunto given. Whence'we gather , that if in the ſe- 
veral Ordinances for Church Government , -there: be-nothing 


ccntrary to the humble Adyice , or to the matters therein con-' 


tained, : they arz not thereby (:any more then any other Acts 
or Ordinances of. Parliament ))' repealed ,. but lefr to remain in 
force, Ab leaſt, there:iſeemsro-us to be a plain intimarion , that 
they have aforce in them:, whictris not by this humble Advice 
repealed and made void. For ir:doth not*appear ito us., That 


there is any thing in the Form of Church Goyernmene:,. or any 


other Ordinances of Parliamentabour that matrer 3 thar'is con- 
trary to the humble Advice'or matrers:therein'contained; - And) 
whereas 'in the 11'). ſeftion_ there:is mention made of. fome 
that differ -in-worſhip and diſcipline from: the -publiqueprofeſ- 
fon of theſe Nations:held ek , «tO whom ſome indulgence 1s 
gr-nred '; It ſeems torus, ther 15:an acknowledgement and own- 
ing: of what the ate Parlixnent held forth , un regard of theſe 
the DireQory for /tvorſhip' ant forny of Church'Governmentr, 
which they paſſed, as rhe Zorn wa profeſſion of rheſe Nations 
in: regard. of worſhip anddiſcpline...'And in which apprehen- 
ſons we are the more confirmed:, becauſe here in'this'ſe&ion, 
mention 1s made.of a confeſſion of faith to be agreed on by his 
Highneſs and. the” Pafhiment., there having: nocthing:/in that 
kind paſſed the late Parliament, thateſtabliſhed the Dixeory 

| | : ; for 
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fot vorſhip and form of Church Governinent. However there 
had been'a Confeſſion of faich drawn up by th2 late Aſſembly 
of Divines ; Whence it ſeems to us clear, that they own the 


DireQory forworſmp, and the form of Church Government, to 


be thar which they hold forch, as the publique profefſion of 
the Nation' for worſhip and Government. ” To the ſane pur- 
poſe we find in the Government of the Commonwealth of 
England , Scotland and Ireland, &c. As it yas publiquely 
declared at Weſtminſter Decemb. 16.1653. pag. 43. Selt, 37, 
Where alſo they expreſs a worſhip and Diſcipline publiquely held 
forth , which weſt needs referre to the Direttory and | bs of 
Church Government by us recited; There being no other wor- 
ſhip or diſcipline, that chen had , or now hath , the ciyill S11- 
&ion , in this Nation. 


We have been large, in what we haye here repreſented in the 


generall , before we come 'to ſpeak more parcicularl y :o the 
reſt , that now follows in- your Paper. But our pains b-inz 
oreater' to make this full repreſentation unto you , then ic will 
be for you to read 1t , We muſt intreat you to excuſe us, conhi- 
dering it tends as well'to reAtihe your miitak?s', as to vindicate 
our - ſelyes}, bing alſo''defirous noc to be miſtaken any more, 
as alfo' becauſe it layes a foundation for our briefer and more 
particular Anſwer unto whar foltows, ant! to which ( theſe 
things being thus premiſed') we now cone. 
-Inthe chings, wherein you profeſs your ſelyes ro difſ=nr , till 
further explicated andwunfolded-by us. - - | 
(1) The firſt thing: we meet with here is ; That by thz 
many:Perſons of all ſorts, thit are members of Congregations, 


_ .and-mentioned in 'our Paper, 'in' your ſenſe thereof we ſ:zem 
ro hint ; that rhereby 'we'mean onely ſuch', who have admitted 


themſelves members of ſome Congregation within our aſſociation, 
and yet live inordinately, &&c. And that therefore you , who 
never were any members or aſſociates of ours , are not within the 
verge and compaſs of - our Presbyterian diſcipline, &c. Unto 
winch we ſay ;- That we have” conftantly profeſſ:d againſt rhoie 
of the ſepararion; - That- the ſeveral Aflzmbles o: Conzreg:- 
rions' Within: this *Land , that mak? a profeſſion of th2 trie 
Qhrilttan: and Apoftolique Faith ,- are rrue Churches of [Jeſus 
\ 


Chrift, 
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Chcilt. That the ſeyeral members of theſe Congregations are 
by their birch , members, as thoſe thac were born.in the Je- 
wiſh Church , are aid to be , by the Apolile , Jews by natuce - 
Gal. 2. That this their memberſhip was ſealed to them in theic 
Baptiſm , that did ſolemnly adm them , as unto the univer- 
ſl Church, fo into the particular , wherein they were born, 
We have alſo conſtantly maintained againſt the afore mentioned 
Perforis ; That che Miniſters of chele Churches are true Mini- 
{ters , notwith(tanding that exception of theirs againſt chem, 
that they were ordained by Biſhops , who alſo chemſelyes were 
true Muniſters in our Jaya { though we cannot acknow- 
ledge , that by divine right they were ſuperiour co their fellow 
brethren , either in regard of order or juriſdiction ) And chat 
therefore the Word and Sacraments ( the moſt eflential marks 
; of a true viſible Church , according tothe profefled Judgement 

of our Diyines againſt the Papiſts on the one hand, and thoſe 
of rhe ſeparation on the other ) diſpenſed by theſe Miniſters, 
wete , and are the true Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, And that 
hereupon our wotk was not ( when the Presbyterian Govern- 
 ment-Was appointed ) ro conſtitute Churches ,. bur to reform 
them onely. And thar therefore none within our bounds , ex- 
cept they ſhall renounce Chnttanity and their Bapriſia , can 
be deemed by us to be wichour , inthe Apoſtles ſenke ; and (o 
therefore not within che compaſs and verge of our Presbyrerian 
Government. Neither is it theig nor aflecixzing with us in re- 
gard of Goyernment , that doch exempr chem from cenſure by 
' 1t, if they ſhoukd be ſuch offenders , as by che rules thereof 

were juſtly cenſurable. Ic nor being a matter arbicraxy , for pri- 
vate Perſons ar their own will and pleaſure to exempt them- 
ſelves from under that Eccleſiaſtical Government , that is ſethed 
by Auchority. And as you know it would nor have been allow- 
eq of under the former Goyernment, 

( 2) Andtherefore whether you , andal{ others within our 
bounds , be not comprehended within our Government , ac- 
cortling ro the rules laid down in the Ordinance of Parliament 
above mentioned, appointing the form of Church Government 


ro be uſed in the Church of CO es and therein 


ordaining , as hath been recited before in the firſt page —_— 
| an 


(39) 
atd ro which we nefer you, ( Eſpecially confidering , that 
alt wichin the bounds of our feyeral Pariſhes ( that are no other 
now them forimerby ) even Papiſts and Anabaptitis and other 
SeRaries, were under the late Prelarical Government ) we leay: 


1 to you to judge. Onely if (o , we with you ro conſider , that if” %\' 

| | then you are brought under rhe Government of Presbyrery, not F, Le - 
"I ſo» much by us. as by the Parliament appointing this Goyern- Mi 

| ment. And then we think yon, who warn us nor to contemn on 


it power , might well ( out of reſpect co the Authority or- 
| daining it , bur eſpecially confidering the word Presbyrery is 
. 2 known Seripee -expreſhon r Tim. 4: and interpreted by 
k fundry of the Fathers , as we do, as hati Conn dectared before ) 
4 have uſed a more civil expreflion , chen to have called ic a com- 
mon fofd , inro which ( ir ſhould ſeem) your complaint is, | 
that yon ſhould be driven. Afrhough Presbyrery layes reftrainr 
on none, bur ſuch as being ſcandalons in rheir lives, and ſo con- 
f temning the Laws of God, are therefore truely and indeed the 
 lawfeſs Perfons, that we ſpeak'of. Bur whereas ( as you fup- 
poſe?) This ts our chef deſign in this , as ts other trauſattions of 
ours , to (ubjeth all to our Government. 
We do refer our ſelyes co our courſe of life paſt , and hope 
ie will witnefs with us, to all char will judge imparrially , whac 
our deſigns have been in our other eranſaftons. And as. 
rouching our defign in the Paper publiſhed, wherher ic hath 
been oughr bur rhe infortmarion+ of the ignorant , and r-fo:- 
mation of the ſcandalons, ro ithe Ctory -of God and their 
falvation , we leave it ro be judged by rhoſe , char will judge 
of mens intentions by what is expretſed in rheir words and . 
ations. NETIC 
We know very well , we are chirged by ſome, that we af- 
fe& Dominiarr, ro Lord w over the People , and to haye all 
ſorts of Perſons , of what rank foyer, to fto9p ro us, Bur we 
do openly profeſs , that rhe Govern'nenr of che Church , thac 
t5commirred unto men, ts nor Deſporical,bur Minifterial. That ras 
ir 1s no: Dominion , but a Miniftery onely.. Aud rhit the $5. 
Ofcers , thar are- inernfted with ir , are'themſelyes ro bz ſub-' FI 
jeR , botht in tegard of rheir bodies and eſtates , ro rhe Civil 
power : That by the Ordinance of God they are appointed ro * 
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be under , and that in- their Govern nent they have nothing 
do with the bodies and eſtates-of any Perſons , bur' with [their 
Souls onely. Alrhough here we defire ro enquire of you, Whe- 
ther , if you be indeed for the ſertling of any Government at 
all in the Church ( as you profeſs to be ) you do nor think , chac 


| all ſhould be ſubje& ro it 2 We cannor judge you to be 16 icra- 


tional , as to be for a Government, and thar yer ſubjeRion co.1t 
muſt be denyed. And if the late Government of che Prelacy - 
was not blamed by you , becauſe ic required ſubje&ion to it; 
we wiſh you to contider , 'Whether upon this account you have 
reaſon to cenſure us. Bur furcher , whereas yourell us ; That 
we garniſh our Government with the ſpecious title of Chrijts Go- 
vernment , Throne and Scepter. We Wiſh you to conſider, whar 
in your Anſwer to an objeRion ( that you frame our of our 
Paper ) your ſelves do ſay, You thefe tell us. Tow pray for the 
eſtabliſhment of ſuch Church Government , as 45 conſonant to the 
will of God, and univerſall prattice of primitive Chatrches. That 
Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline may be exerciſed in the hands of them, 
to whom: it was committed by Chriſt , and left by hins to be trans- 
ferred from-hand to hand to the endof the, World. The expreſſi- 
ons, you here uſe, are as high” rouching that Governmenc 
jou would have eſtabliſhed, as any haye been, that eyer we 
ve uſed of ours. For your prayer is, That Eccleſiaftical Diſ> 
cipline may be exerciſed inthe hands of them , to whom it was 
committed by Chriſt , and left 4 hins to be transferred from hand 
. to hand to the. end of the wox/d. The Goyernment then , that yoa 
are for , mult be with you, Chriſts Government Throne and 
Scepter. And why do you then condemn us , if we have uſed 
ſuch exp refſions concerning our Governinent,till you haye con- 
vinced us, that 1t 1s not ſuch ? When yet you take to your ſelyes 
the Liberty co uſe the like language , concerning the Goyern- 
ment you pray may be eſtabliſhed. 

But whereas you ſay , Presbytery # the main thing drrven at 
here , and that however ſhe comes uſhered in with Godly pretence 
of ſorrow for the ſins and the ignorance of the times , and the duty 

incumbent upon us, 10 exerciſe the power that Chriſt hath com- 
mitted to us, for edification and not for deſtruttion , and that theſe 
are but ſo many waſte Papers , wherein Presbytery us wrapped up 


ro 
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to make it look moore handſomely and þ aſs move currently, We do 
earneſfy defire, That m-the x free! $6.50 of your boliſtierires! 
you would ferioully confider , whether you have nor both crane 
greſfed the rules of Chaticy in paſſing ſuch hard cenſures'upot 
us, and alſo uſurped that , which belongs not to-you , int r114- 
king your ſelves judges of whar fals not'under your coghizatice. 
The ring you menton belonging only to be tried by yout 
and our Malter, ro whom we muſt all Rand or fall. - Butzve 
are hearrilj ſorry ,. that Presbytery ( whith ſtands in wo nted 
any painting or cover to makg it look more handſomely ant paſſe 

more currantly ) ſhould be acconnted by you thr anguis itt herba,; 
whereof you had need to beware, it having never given that 

offence to any , as to merir ſuch language. 

' Bur now you frame an objection onc of our Paper,and return 
your Anſwer , profeſſing , That you pray for the Cedliſhmen of 
ſuch Church Government throughout his Highnef? Domnmoxs , as 
z confonant to the will of God 'and untverſall pravtice of primitive 
Charches,&c. Tn that you do here joyn the will of God and the 
imiyerfal NS PIE COIs tc t,25 you joyned 
Yd of:God' and che conflant praftite' of the Catho e 
Church before, you ſeem to us, ro make'up the'tule ( whereby 
we-mult judge what Goryernment it is, that-you-pray might be 
eſtabliſhed) of theſe two, v:z. the will of God and the univerſal 
praRtife of primitive Churches. Or that it is'the univerſal praiſe 
of primitive Churches: That maftbe our ſure guide and comment. 
upon the Word of God , to rell us, what'ts his will” revealed 
Aol ruin Clare z0yernment and- difapline. If this be 
r ſenſe (' as we apprehendir is.) we muft needs profeſs , that 
erein we greatly from you , as rtot conceiying'ir to be 
ſoundand'orthodoxe. It being rhe' Word 6f God alone,and rhe 
approy:dpraftife of the Church recorded rhere (wherher'it wis 
e untverfaH and conflant practiſe of rhe ChateF or no Yrhac'is 
tobe the onehy rule-t0 judge: by in thi#) or anpiorier” conre- 
rexhes in” mareers' of feligion, Bir yer adhtitcing fot rhe pts 
Sethi co! make”, we ſhoufd _ 160! 
frdm you, -What'that Church Goyethinent 1s), which 18. fo! con+ 
fonunt.” © hs WA . es a&iſe of priniiviye 
Churches; For-our owtr Parts , oe thin EE Eres 
or 
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for you , or any. others , to demonſirate out of 'any Records 
of Antiquity , what ,was the- univerſall -praftiſe of primitive 
Churches for the whole ſpace of che firſt 300. years after Chrilt, 
or the greateſt part thereof ( excepting ſo much as is lefe npon 
record in the Scriptures of the new Teſtament ) the Monu- 
ments of Antiquity , that, concerne thofe times. ( for the grea- 
reſt part of: them ) being both1mperfeR , and far from ſheyy- 
ing.us , What was the univerſo1l practiſe of the.Church then 
(though the praRtiſes of. ſome Churches. may bz mentioned ,.) 
and likewiſe yery queſtionable. Ar leaſt it will nor be eafie ro 
afſure us, that ſome of. thoſe ,, that go under the names of the 
moſt, approved Authors of thoſe times, are neicher ſpuripus nor 
corrupted, And hereupon it. will unavoidably follow;,, that we 
ſhall be left.,very doubrfull., what: Government it 15,,, that is 
moſt conſonant to the uniyerſall and conltant praiſe of primi- 


tive Churches for that. time. . But as touching. the rule it ſelf, 
which you ſeem here to lay down, we cannot cloſe with ic. We 
do much honour and reverence the primicive Churches ; But 
yet we believe we owe more reyerence to the Scriptures, then 
co judge them either imperfeR or not tO Nae, 8) enough in 
themſelyes, for the reſolving all doubts touctung matrers of 
fairh.or praiſe , except it be firſt reſolyed what was either the 
concurrent interpretation of the Fathers , or the uniyerſall and 
conſtant ptaGtiſe of the Churches of thoſe times. Beſides thar 
admitting this for a rule , that the univerſall and conſtant pra- 
Riſe of the primitive Churches muſt be that , which mult aſſure 
us What 1s the will of God revealed in Scripture concerning the 
Government which he hath appointed in the Church , our faith 
is hereupon reſolved into a moſt uricertain ground , and ſa made 
fallible and turned into opiniion, . For what monuments of An- 
tiquity , beſides the Scripture , can affure us touching the matters 
of fa therein contained , that they were ſuch indeed, as they 
are there reported to be? the Authors of them themſelyes being 
men that were nor infallibly guided by the Spirir. Bur yer 
ſuppoſing we could be infallibly aflured ( which yer never 

can be ) what was the untyerſall and conſtant practiſe of the 

primitive Churches , how ſhall that be a rule to affure us, what 
1. moſt conſonant to the will of God 2 When as we ſee nor, 


eſpecially 
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eScIEp in ſuch matters ,-as' are not abſolutely neceſſary-to. . 
'F 


vation '5 but. that-the uniyerſall praftiſe: of ' the: Churches Even as a Ge: + 
mighe. in ſome things be difſonantto the will of God revealed nerall Gouncilt - | 
in Scriptures. And ſo' the uniyerſall praQiſe of: primitive # ſe!f % ſubje# 
Churches'can.b2 no certain ruſe to judge by , what Church Go- 9 row. 


vernment is moſt conſonant to the will of God revealed in his 
Word, We know: there -are corruptions in the beſt of men's - 


There was ſuch hot contention berwixt Paxl and Barnabas, as Gal, x; 


cauſed th:m to part aſunder. | Petey ſo failedin his praiſe ; as 
chat though before ſome came from James , he did eat with 
the Gentils, yet when they wer? come he withdrew himſelf, 
fearing them of the Circumcition. And hereupon not only 
other Jews diflembled with him , but Barnabas alſo was carried. 
away With their difſimulation. Whence'tr's clear ,” that the ex- 
amples of the beſt men eyen- in- thoſe things ,:wherein they 
went contrary to the rule of Gods Word , are of a ſpreading 
nature ,. and the better the Perſons, that give the bad exam- 
ple, are, the greater the danger of che more univerſall leg- 
yening. : Nay we finde., that not only ſome few Apoſtolicall 
men-;had their failings,but even Apoſtohcall primittyz Churches 
did , in the: very face of the Apoſtles ,” they : being yer alive, 
make great defection , borh in regard of opinions and practiſes. 
As from the examples. of the Churches of ( orinmth , Galatia, 
and the Churches of eA/ia 1s mmifeſt. The Apoſflle allo tels 
us , that even in his time, the myſtery of iniquity began to 
work: And in after tunes: we know , CES Doarine was 
corrupted : what groſs ſuperſtition crept into the Church: whas 
domination. was firiven for amongſt the Paſtors and Biſhops of 
th2 Churches. Till at length Antichriſt yas got up into his ſeat, 
unto Which height. yer he .came nor all at once, bur by eps 
and degrees: Beſides ic is Of. freſh remembrance, that notwith- 
ſtanding-che reformation happily : brought about. in our own 
Church: in regard of Do&trine and worſhip , after thoſe diſmall 
Marian times , yet the corruption , in regard of Government 
continued ſuch , during the time of the late Prelacy ( which 
yet was'taken away in other reformed Churcties) chat che Pa- 
{tors were (deprived of that power::of rule ,: that our.Church' 
acknowledgerh -did' bzlong; to rhem' of - right; and which did 
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ancently belong to them 3; however the exerciſe thereof di 
 afrer growinto a long diſuſe, as hath been ſhewed befare. Four 
ere: when! we confider on the ont hand , that the ſupe 


conſurtudine Eccleſie then by Divine nght ) did ar the 


pf rule : ſo we cannot much wonder on the other hand , that 
the ruling Elder was quite turned our of: doors ; For the proof 
of the being and exerciſe of whoſe office in rhe purer ames, 
there are notwithſtanding produced ceftimomes of the ancients, 


by Divines borh at home and abroad , that have written abour - 


that fubjet , and ro which we do therein refer you : As there 
do remain ſome. foorfteps and ſhadow of: their office 1m; the 
Chucch-wardens and Sides-men even to this day. And ſo upon 
the whole , the premiſſes conſidered, and that we are comman- 
ded not to follow a multicude to do evill ( chough « were of 
the heft of men ).and that therefore the examples and pradtiſes, 
though i were of whole Churches, are to be no farther .a rule 
for us , then they follow Chaſt ; and as their examples be ap- 
proved of in the Word of Chrift , notwithſtanding the uniyer- 
ſaliry and long continuednefs of fuch pradtifes. Whereas you 
ſay , that you pray for the eftabliſhment of ſuch { barch Govern- 
Went , 4s is conſonant to-the will of God and wniverſall prattiſe of 
prumrive Churches ; we beheve you mighe cut: the matrer a 
greac deal ſhorter , and ſay, Thar you are for the eftabliſhing 
of that Government , that is. maſt conſonant to. the wilt of 
God revealed in the Scriptures, and that the Ward of God 
alone ( and on which onely Faick muft be built , and mco which 
at laſt be reſolved, when ocher records of Antiquity , that yer 
are not ſo ancient, as It is, have been fearcht into never fo 
nach ) ſhatl decermine what that 1s, and forhoſe wearifome 
and endleſs diſputes , abour hat Is.the aniverſall and conflanc 
practiſe of prinuciye Churches ( and which if ic could be found 
out in-aty good meaſure of probabilxy for the firſt 300. years 
afer Chriſt, could neyer yer be ſo farr iſſued, as to be a ſure 
bocrom,: whereon our faich may ſafely reſt ) may be cur off. 
I being a molt certaln rule , andeſpecBlly in matrers of _ 

£54 that 


-: vioxiry , which the Biſhop obtained at rhe fi above the Pres- 
bycer in the ancient Church { and which was rather obrained 


| tengrh | 
grow to that height , that the Pattors were ſpoiled of all power 


—. 
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char the Fait,om is not to preſcribe againſt the Tow. » The Pra- 
 &icr again(t rhe Ryghe or whar rx ro be done!” "And it being 
our of all queſtion che ſafeſt courſe for all, to bring all do&rine 
and praQtices to rhe ſure and infallible br and Touch- 
ftone, the Word of God alone. And after you have more ſe- 
riouſly weighed the matter, and remember how you profeſſe, 
char the macters you propoſe in yout 'Paper , Tow ref: nor it 
the ' Fudgment or determmation of uoy general Council of JF the 
Eaſtern or Weſtern Churches, determining emnirary, to what you 
we er ſwaded is ſo fully warramed 31 the Word of God, us well as 
e conſtant Ext of the ( atholickh Church ; (although 
% that was, were more likely ro be reſolved by 
Counal chen by ſelves) che propofal of havi 
of Gottalone to be the Fudg of the Cont?overfie aboar Chanrch» 
Goverriment, carinor (wee think) ih reaſon be erty'd by you. 
And wee with you ſhall hearcily pray, "That the Clrch- 
Goverment, which is moſt conſonant tothe will of Gbd re« 
vealed in Scriptures, might be eſtabliſhed in theſe Lands. Al- 
chough wee tnuſt alſo profeſle, char wee believe, thar'rHar Go- 
yerninent, which is eltabliſhedby Authority, #H1d Which wee ek 
erciſe, is,fot the ſubRanials of it;this Governithent;& which wee 
juds alſo to be moſt confonant to the praRtiee of the primitive 
Churches in the puteſt times. Ard therefore oo there Was ſoine 
entrance made by the lace Parliamen, in- regard of eſtabliſhing 
this Goverftymehtc Dy Ordin weesGas'the Chuteh-Gorettit 
theſe Nations : Atd asto the percing thoſe Otdinafitey iri eXe- 
cution, thete hath been ſome devinmn iti the Provinct'o Lo 
dey, the Province of this Counry; and itr ſorme-6ther places 
throughout the Land : So when there ſhall be the are 
offered, wee ſhall not be wanting hy be ey 6t ottic 
to uſe out beſt endeavors, that i may ' fertked tf 
out theſe Lands, ' That ſo wee may ri6t;as to Gotermnent ih the 
Church, any longer contmiue as a City withour walls, attd 4 
Vineyard without an hedg,and ſo (to the undoing of our pofte- 
tity) endanger Religion ro be quire loft. Andupon which corts 
fideration wee do earneſity defire, thar all conſcientious and rizo< 
detare ſpirired then chroughour the" Lend, though of differchit 


principles, whether of the Epiſcopal or Congregational way, 
wou 
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would bend themſelves {6 farr as poſſibly they. can to acconmo- 
date With us int point-of ; pradtice ::Inwhich there was ſ0.g00d a. - 
progrefle made by ahe late Aſſembly, as. to thoſe rhat were for: 
the Congregational way : Andyas wee think, alfo all thoſe thar 
were for the lawfulneſle of ſubmiflion to the Government of 
the late Prelacy, as it was then exercifed : And thar are of the 
Judgment of the; lare Primate of re/and in his reduftion of 
Epifcopacy.unte the form of Synodical Government, (mehtio- 
ned. before) mighe do, if they would come up towards us ſo farr, 
as wee judg their principles would allow them : As wee do alſo 

rofeſle, that howeyer yvee cannot conſent to part with the Ru- 
ling Elder, unleſle ee ſhould betray the truch of Chriſt Rom. 
12,';1 Cor.12., I Tim.5. (as wee judee,) and dare not give any 
like conſent.co admir-of ;a moderate Epiſcopacy, for-fear of en- 
croachments upon the Paſtors tighr, and whereof late ſad ex- 
perience leflons us to beware, as wee judg alſo, that the ſuperi- 
Oricy of. a Biſhop aboye a Presbyter in degree (which ſome 
maintain) .15 no Apoſolical inſtitution, and ſo- haye the grearer 
reaſon in that reſpe& to -caution againſt it : Yer wee -do here. 
profeſle, wee ſhould ſo farr, as will, conſiſt with our principles 

( the peace of our own conſciences, be ready tO abate Or to- 
lerate much. for peace ſake. That ſoar the length all parties 
throughout the Land, that have any ſoundneſſe in them in mar- 
ters;of, faith, and that, are ſober and godly, though. of differenc 
Judgments. in; lefler matters, -being weary. of their diviſions, 
ight fall in the necks one of another with mutual embraces and 
kiſles, and ſo at laſt (through the tender mercy of our God,there 
might be an happy cloſure of breaches, and refloring of peace 
and union in this poor, unſettled, renr, and difirated Church, 
to the glory of . God throughout all the Churches. 
. But now.as to you; and what follows- in your Paper, (and in 
che mean ſeaſon,till chis can be accompliſhed;and:for which wee 
ſhall heartily pray) wee cannot bur gude, that-ſuch as are with- 
in out bounds, 4#d /ive as lawleſſe perſons contemmng the com- 
wands of God, and'ſo out of their rank_ and; order , (and of 
which ſort, you deny.not,bur that there may be.ſfome among us, 
however they ..þgtubjectiro; Law, and, he puniſhment of che 
Civil Sword, as-needs they-mult be) yer being ſuchas-are julily 
ln ; Wo cenſurable, 
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cenſurable, according to che rules of vur-Goyertinemt, wee do 
nor think they--are thereby-exemy ted"from being:reathed.by 
that E cclefaſtical Sword, as you phtaſe ic;whictvborti God and 
the Civil Aurhoricy hath incruſted us-with. * 
Andas wee are farr from contemning the Authority of the 
Civil Magiftrate, and ſhall therefore (oat of due reſpe& unto 
ir, and char the lawleſſe might. be- curbed)- be readyznot onely 
our ſelves; as "wee have a' call 3: but alſo:warn- others; as there 
may. be occaſion, to:make complaint ro the Civil Power; that ſo 
ſuch offenders , being puniſhed by corporal and pecuniary 
mul&ts, to'the ſuppreflion: of wickednefle' and licentiouſneſſe, 
and the. Reformation of ' mens lives.and maners;) Yer wee donor 
apprehend -why this ſhould hinder ' us from marning the Mem- 
bers of our ſeveral.Congreg ations to make complaint to the Elder- 
ſhrp of -thoſe-that walk; drſorderly'and will riot be reclaimed, to 
the end they may be further dealt with, as the nature of their of- 
fence may deſerve, Wee being fully aflured from the! word 'of 
truch,, That Excommunication. is Gods ordinance,/appointed 
for the reformation of the ſcandalous, andtas ybu yourfelyes 
acknowledged in the beginning of your Paper: and being a ſpi- 
ricual puniſhment for *s nature: and kinde' of it, crough the 
blefling of God, may be. more available for thz deftru&ion of 
the fleſh, and the thorough humiliation of the! offender, then 
any corporal or pecuniary mul& (rhar reaches bur the ourward 
man):can be ; Andas it was blefſed with'great-"fucceſſe for this 
end for many years together, whileſt rhe Church was deftitute 
of Chrifaan Magiftrates : Although in a Chriſtian State wee 
ſee not, why wee ſhould divide what God hath joyned toge- 
ther. Wee having not yet learned eicher from the Scriptures of 
ſound reaſon, that the conjun&ion of the Civil and Ecclefiaſti- 
cal SWword1s not more likely; through the ſame bleſſing of God, 
to work a greater: reformation in mens lives, then either 6f 
chem alone, remembring that old Maxime, V7 unta fartior. 
And as touching our ſelyes, and the power wee are intruſted to 
exerciſe, wee ſhall commit our endeayors unto his blefling, in 
the uſe of his own appointed means who is able, and wee doubr 
not but hee will,make the ſame effeRual for the ends for which 

hee bath appointed them. Fofir : 
ut 


Ke 
There are (60 4 of 

» Bubyonday x atber parts _ ger thes do-like» 
wiſe. remain; dark,, which ae defirie to! be: made. plain. | Als 
though wee-donceive nor {0 of then, ver nice Goat as wil- 
lingly go along with you, to give you Furcher anſiver, as you 
o@ defire-the Fame of us, - 

therefore whereas) wee. having id in our Paper, That 
there are; many perſons of all ſorts, that will ot ſubmit themſelves 
- preſent. Gouernment of the Church. Your firſt Quzre 
chm_—si s,, Why /Gavernment in ſmgulari. ? Wee: anſwer, 
-it ig the onely Government, char at preſent is: eſtabliſh- 

din this:Church by Civil Authority ;. The Prelatical being 
down, \ 1þ.9 1g Sn 4 BEE the i lnmbl Advice, in vr | for 
any bbetcy-e: be: excended to ic for the. exerciſe thereof : And 
charc-beingi no'othes Gavernmenc bur the. Presbyterian (which 
- 15 qur Government) that is. awned (as the Church-Sovernment 
"—_ oh ys Nation): by the Civil Authority. And as ir is 
wee judg tQ b2/ moſt agreeable tae will of God, 
arr Wee conceive, that whatever is, of Chrifts preſcribing in 
any other different; Government (wherher Epiſcopal or Con- 
gregaviona]) is. ro: be found here:; As. wee da. apprehend the 
redundancies of. them: hotly ro-be raken away: in this, ard the 
defects of them both ro be here ſupplyed. And howerer there 
may: be differences amongſt! godly: men concerning Church- 
Government, which it ts that Ehril in particulars hath preſcri- 
bed in) his: Word, yet wee juds that the Governmene which 
Chit hach nedortegin his Word js bur.one 3 As all choſe muſt 
ſay ſo.too, Vt not being Eraftians.do hold, That one Church- 

Governinent or other is of divine-Right. | 

But whereas you bring in Ca/vinſaying, Scinme Emias WIC 
que: Eccleſia, & c. 

To this wee! fay;; The circuraſtancials: of: Government, that 
are but matters of- order onely, and which mult be ſuited to'the 
tne, orplace, or perſons, for whom chey are. made, and con» 
cerning Which (if you had quoted the place where ( atvinuſerh 
thele words) wee believe it would appear hee ſpeaks ;/ theſe.be- 
ing.variable, and ſo bur che, ckiatnls; of Goyerniment, may 
not be ane and thie fame..in:all Churches.” Buit'if Chriſt have 
preſcribed a Government in his word:; for' the fubſtancials-of 
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tri muſtneeds be de!jwrevne & che ſame imrevery. EhurchiAnd 
that "org br ohm mtg fa is chatin' partizular, -- hich 
is there preſcribed, in ' Calvins 'judgment,” is:fomanWit by hiis 
works'to' che whole Chriſtian world, thatir/ needs no prof, 
But if 'the Goyernment, which Chriſt hath preſcribed, forthe 
fubſtancials of ic be 'onely one, them thatalone is g004, and all 
other Goveramencs differing fubtantially fromit muſt needs b= 
bad and this onely jure 4:vimo, md Chriſts own Government, 
and the reſt nor. ; | | 
> And therefore, whereas in the next /place you ſuppoſe, Yee 
may aſſert, that owr Government, ts the Government by way of. E- 
mutncy, as Chriſts own Government, more 1mmediately,” and jure 
diyino. - To this'and ro what y ow furcher hereupon do tnquire, 
wee ſay, wee have declared already ;' That wee call'd u the 
reſent Goyernment, becauſe it 1s the onely Government ſet- 
edin the Church by che Civil Power. But whether it be the 
Government by:way of Eminency and jure d:i2ine,that was not 
che rhing referred unto'in the phraſe wee uſed. And as to the 
reſolying of your-doubts'and*ſ{cruples; 'wee conceive.it 1s here 
for us not material ro go about the proving of 'the: Jz#s divi- 
»uns Of it; wee having proved, That it 1s the Goyernment 
that is eſtabliſhed by the Civil Magiſtrate, and which doth lay 
as gnoda foundation to evidence the lawfulnefle of your tub- 
miſſion to it, as for the lawfulnefle of .your ſubmiſſion to the 
former Goyernment, (and rouching which wee ſuppoſe you 
were:fatisfied) your exceptions lying as much againſt the High- 
Commuſſioners, Chancellors, and Commiſlaries then, as they 
can do now again{t the office of Ruling Elders, and whuch 1s the 
chief thing wee apprehend is ſtumbled at m our Government, , ',,, , Jem 
But yer 1f you defire to have ſatisfaQtion given you touching z1jze, Propoſe- 
that which wee are nor aſhamed co profeſle, v1iz.. the Jus divi- tions about 
»um Of the Presbyterian- Government, wee referr you to what Church-Go- 
is ſo fully ſpoken touching this point,by ſundry learned Divines 7 Jos TX 
borh of our own Church, and the Reformed Churches abroad, ——_— | 


that wee know not, What can be added more *. Miniſters, 
| DNTERNO. The. Provincial 


Synod of London their vindieation of the Presbyterian Government, 
Rucherfords due right of Presbyteries, Aarons Rod, by Gillalpic, 
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 &ndyerwee'donot ſay , Thar there is-nd preſent Goyern- | 


menc'in.any Church or Aſſembly of Saints, bur where- our Di- 
 ſcipline Md Government is ere&ted.inurely in all the parts of 


ir, no-more then wee ſhould deny him to be a man, in whom 
there were adefe& of ſome integral pants, or in whom there 
were ſome ſuperfluous members. But as-when Ancichriftianiſm 
fo overſpread the face of the-Church m thoſe dark times before 
the Reformation, God preſerved aChurch, Miniftery and Ordi- 
ances, though not without the mixture of many carruptians in 
do&rine and worſhip, even among the Papiſts themſelves ; So 
there was ſome of Chrifts Government and Piſcipline inthe 
work:times, though nor-intirely, nor withour the muture af 
much corruption in that Diſcipline and Government, And 

if you conſult <rarg = » you will not finde, that the Presby- 
terian Goyernment hath lyen hid ſo long, as that far che ſpace 
of 1500 years it could neyer'be; found tull this prefent. You 
have heard whatTule-did anciently belong ta Presbyrers, not- 
withſtanding that through the:corruptions, that crepr into the 
Ghurch in after mes, rhe exerciſe of that power was long diſ-. 
uſed. Andrhehike-may be {aid 'of Ruling Elders, and as hath 
been ſhewed by'others. But it is what de jure ought to be, and 
not what-de fatto is or hath'been, which 1s that, which you and 
wee are chiefly to attend, .and concerning which the Scripture 
muſt be the onely Judg, as wee have ſaid before. | 

But you ſay, now ſubje&tion to our preſent Government is 
required by us ; andthen demand, Whether all that obſerve: not 
our rank.and order, and ſubjet not themſelves to our preſent Go- 
vernment, muſt be takes for lawleſſe perſons ? for ſo, ſay you, doth 
this cloſe connexion of ours ſeem to import; viz. Many who do 
not ſubjett, but live, Fc. | 
Bur here you do reaſon fallaciouſly 2 bene conjunttis ad male 

aviſa : For in our Paper wee ſpeak of ſuch, as did /;ve in a ſme 


full and total neglett of the Lords Supper : That were ſcandalous - 


and offenſrue in their lives, drunkards, unclean perſons, and that 
will not ſub jett themſelves to the preſent Government, but live as 
lawleſſe perſons. And therefore the lawleſſe perſons wee meant 
(and as might plainly haye'been garhered from our words) were 
ſuch, who as they ſubjeRed not themſelves to the preſent Go- 


yernment . 


(4r) * 
wrnment. of the:Chutchy ſo they were alſd ſcandalous. and, of- 
fenfve in their lives, wee. joyningtheſe gltogether, whom you 
divide. And whether ſich as will-neicher ſubmit themſelves to- 
the Laws of God, nor the Goyernment, thar- isſercled in che. 
Church by the Civil Power, be nor lawlefle perſons, we kaye it 
to you to judg. | | 

But yet we do here alſo minde you, That however we, do not 
Jtidg all choſe to be lawlefle perſons, that, do- 6ut of conſcience 

o;ceMe up to the obſervation of all thoſe-Rules,'Fhich are.or 
ſalt be eſtabliſhed by Authority for regulating the outward 
worſhip of God,and Gamtens of this Church (being other- 
wiſe blameleſſe) yer both you and wee may well remember, 
that ſuch as ſhould have refuſed to have. ſubjected themſelves to 
the late Prelarical Government, would: have been accounted in 
thoſe times to haye been lawlefle perſons. 

But you ſay, hen wee maks it an Order, that notice ſhall be 
taken of all perſons, that forſake the publick Aſſemblies of the 
Saints, you would gladly know, how farr wee extend this Saimſhip, 
this Church, and Aſſembly of Saints ? 

To which wee anfwer, as farr as:the Apoſtle did, when wri- 
ting to the Church of Cormth and:the Churches of Gal/atia hee 
callsthem Saints and Charches ; notwithſtanding there were 
fome mn thoſe Churches that were leavened with unſound do- 
Arine and grolly erroneous : In Cormh, fome that denied the 
Refurre&ion, made rentsand ſchifms, and ſundry. groſly ſcanda- 
lous : In the Churches of Galarra, fuch as ninxed: works wich 
Faith m the point of Jutlification, and of which the: Apoſtle 
Paul would hing thoſe Churches to take norice, even to the 
cenſuring of them, they being ſpors to thoſe Aﬀemblies ; and 
howeyer Saints by profeſſion, and in regard of outward calling, 
being:un Covenant with God, and having been. haprized, yer an- 
ſivered not theis profeſſion by ſmncable converſation. And there- 
fore, however there be: ſundry :of the like ſtamp mn our Aflem- 
blies, wee do no! thzrefore unchurch chem, or make our Afem- 
bhlies not the Afemblies of Saines, becauſe of the corruption 
of ſuch members. _ 

And ſceing_ our principles and. pratices are manifeſtly 
known to be utrerly-again(t che opimons:and practices of 'rhe 
| H 2 Donatuts 
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Donatiſts of 'old, and thoſe that have of late /rent themſelyes 


rupt members, rhat are found/in chem, (though che fn! of cheſe 


mighe well have ſpared your pains in tranſcribing out'of  Ajgy- 
tine, what hee juſtly ſaid unto thoſe ſchiſmaricks,. that hee+ had 
co deal with. "Nay,/'you might [rather have gathered from'our 


our "purpoſe was to haye cenſured ſuch as the Donarifſts were ; 
That wee purpoſed to obſerve and cenſure thoſe that did main- 
tain and hold up private meetings in oppolition to+ the publick ; 
Thar'crie down our Churches and publick Aflemblies, Miniſte- 
ry and Ordininces, (as you know ſeveral ſorts do ; andiyho, as: 
they hold ſundry grofle errors, that "ſubvert the faith; ſo in're- 
eard of thoſe and other their praSices, -that ih cheir own na- 
ture do' manifeſtly. fubverr che. order,: unity, and: peace,-thar 
Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed m his Church)do jultly fall under Church 
cenſure, according to the rules of. our Government aboye men- 
tioned.” And-that 'rherefore, wee were" nor alrogerher filent 
concerning either the fir or puniſhment of ſuch;as did err groſly 
in do&trinals or indiſcipline, ſo as to make ſuch-dangerous rents 
from the Churchz,as the fore-named SzCtaties do : Contrary to 
what you ſay: of us in your Paper. . And further,' by ſuch 
as forlake the publick Aflemblies: of: the Saints, of whom wee 
ſaid notice ſhould be taken, you-might-have gathered:our mean- 
ing was,that ſuch (of which ſort there are þut roo many amongſt 
us) who out of a' princiþle of careleſneſſe, ſloth, wofldlinzfle 
or manite(t prophanenefle, do on the Lords day either 1dle our 


ro the publick Aſſemblies 7 and:yvho,. as'they ; are no fiiends to 
any private meetings ſor the good of their ſouls, inthe ufe of 
any private: means of conference or peoſer for that end: So 
they. do alfo Arheiſtically turn theirbacks on all the publick 
-Ordinances, forſaking them and the Aſſemblies, where thefe are 
diſpenſed, ſhould be raken notice of in order to cenſure ,if there 
was not reformation-; and to neitherof ; which ſorr of: perſons 
any.indulgence is granted by any Lays of. the Land, that wee 

kno 


{619 our'Chuirchies, becauſe bf 'rhe ſcandalouſnefſe of the cor-- 
in' our Churches” is 'aggtavared "by giving that occafion) you: 


Paper'; 'Thar ſeeing wee ſaid; that notice ſhould be taken of All 
rhoſs'that ſhould forſake the publick Aſſemblies of the Saints: 


the time, or elſe are worſe imployedz/ when they ſhould refore 


— 
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know of. And if - you had gathered thus much'from out Paper, 
as your miltake had been-far the leſs, ſo your Charity had been 
the more ,..then to haye reckoned us in the number bf ſuch Per- 
ſons, -as the Donatiſts were. - And yet we did not thean ,, That 
we intended to take notice in order unto cenſure of ſuch ,' who 
being ſound in the faith, and godly in life ( chough differing 
from:--us-in point of Diſcipline and Goyernment) had their di- 
tint Afemblies from ours , they indeayouring to keep. the 
unity of-the Spirit in the bond of Peace : [They not being cen- 
ſurable by. the. rules of our Government , as 15 manitfe(t',. by 
what we have declared before. Although we remember , how 
all that ſubmutred nor to the former Government , were-coun- 
red ſchiſmatical. Neither did we reckon, theſe in. the number 
of. the lawleſs Perſons , we. ſpeak of , who ſubje&ted not them- 
ſelves ro our Government , and.yhon we account.to be parts 
of the uniyerſal viſible Church militant here on earth , howeyer 
they have alſo their publiqu2 Aiſemblies diſftin& fron ours, 
though-ſuncry 'of them , as-there 1s, occahon , reſort to ours 
alſo. Bur how.ve ſhould; hereupon make either theſe or the 
lawleſs Perſons ,, that we ſpeak of ,- members of the inviſible 
Triumphant Chusch {all which we have reckoned to belong.to 
the viſible) chey muſt haye eyes quicker then Eagles , that can 
diſcern how this follows , and therefore there 1s no fear our 
Charity ſhould ſo far oyer-reach , as you ſuppoſed it might, 

- Bur ſtill you are unſatisfied ; For you know not ,. it ſeems, 
yehat we mean by the word ( Publique ) the publique Aſſemblies 
of the. Saints, By our profethons and PRE 1n.our oyning 
the. publique Aflemblies , and where the publique Qcdinances 
of the Word , Sacraments , .and Prayer are dupenced , which 
we: our ſelves do, conſtantly frequent and (tr up others to fre- 
quent alſo , it was plain enough , what we meant by publique 
Aſſemblies. And we are hearcly ſorry , that you underſtanding 
our meaning , as is clear by what you fay anon , ſhould by this 
bur make your way to give a laſh at our Private meetings, Which 
ar2 none of them ſuch, as we need to bz aſhamed of. And 


Which , when ye meet , eicher for conference about matters of 


Religion , or to pray together , and humble our ſelyes for.our 


en {ins and the fins of theſe times 3 When there is nor che op- 


' Portunuity - 


—_/, 
ortunizy of a publique Aſſemby';- or ywhen perſonal or Famil 
299341 call- foe private , pay Mas as' mor} perm of at wha 
leaſt, asa private meering upon: domeſtical , civil , or: pdlitical 
occaſions : and'therefore not to be ſecrztly girded'at. And ow 
the other hand, we do nor meddle with the-cenſuring-of thoſe, 
who being godly and ſound in the faith, in the main points of 
Religion, do } differ from us in judgement, in matters of 
Diſcipline and' Goyernment.: And have their Afſemblies for 
Gods publique worſhip diſfin& from ours, as we are bxred 
from-ir bythe rules of our Government, as We have often ſaid 
before. And ther&fore we leave room enough for Conſciences 
char are truely 'tender. Though ye cannor ſay ſo much for the 

Prelarical Govzrnment. 

Neither do we tranſgreſs' any Laws of the Land which have 
made no provifion to except any Perſons, that we meddle with, 
and are made cenſurable by che rules laid down urthe form of 
Church Government , nor have we «der Colour of e Authority 
made any Laws and Edifts , but according to that power , that 
the civil Authoricy hath committed co us , have onely openly 
gtven norice m our ſeyeral Congregations, of what ones 
are cenſurablz by the rules of our Government , that the offer- 
ders might take heed , they incurre nor that cenſure. of Excom- 
munication , which Authority hath awarranted us to infli&t upon 
. the obftinate and: otherwiſe incorrigible. And therefore d EX 

cept to execute (hat were appointed to do by the civil power 
be ro conremn it we cantror be thonght co Have done any 
= in contempt of the civil power , as 1t 1s not out ignorance 
of the Laws in force ( that , we are confident , being grounded 
in reaſon fight not one againlt another , and which is your more 
charitable and fayourabl: conſfirucion) char hathled us into 
any pratiites , thar are tranſgrefſfions of them. And therefore 
though you much queftion ( upon whar accolint ſoever it be, 
that we: haye been led into. what we haye a&ted )) and rhink it 
CONcernes us to look ro it , whether we have not run our ſelves 
into a premunire. Yer we are aflured, v2 are as ſufficient! 
ſecured agamtt rnat danger , as all the Fuſtices in the Land 
are , that- haye ated upon other Ordinances of Parkament , 
which they have judged to be in force , as we do alſo thoſe 


ro 
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to be , that have been the ground of otr proceedings. 
Burt you have yet further roexcepr , for whereas we ſaid, 

That ils woti oe: ſhould be taken of all ſcandalorm Perſons, Your 

next Quzre is , Whether thoſe , that forſake the publique Aſſem- 

blies of the Saints in the ſecond order , may not be taken for ſcane 


. dalois Perſons comprehonded im the third order ? 
Here we petcewe you underfiood, who weremeant by thoſe, * 


chat did forſake the publique Aﬀſemblies :of rhe Saints , wiz. 


Thoſe who forſaking the Aſſemblies , where the publique Or- | 


dinances were diſpenſed, were upan that account really and 
indeed ſcandalous , and ſo being comprehended under the lati- 
rude -of that expreflion , might juſtly merit to beccenſuredas 
fcandalous Perſons. And thus .concetving you were not mifta- 
ken , yer we , Who were to expreſs our felves:populatly , and 
fo as we might be underftood , confidering ſome of tharftamp, 
though they forſook the publique Afemblies of .the. Saints, 
and conſtantly turned their backs as on the Lords Supper , ſo on 
all other Ordmances , yet if nor drunkards and ſwearers, whore- 
maſters , ©. did not take .themſelves to be ſcandalous Per- 
ſons. Do not think , that in this we are any more to be bla- 
med by you (we uling variety of exprefſions:onely for this end, 
that we might be berrer underſtood ) then we blame Lawyers 


and. Attorneys, and wherzin we judge them-nor:to be blame. . 


worchy ,) for uſing variery of expreſſions and Multiplicity of 
Synounymous Words ro make the matter more clearand our of 


_doubr, where yet ove and theſame thing is underſtood by all. 
Bur now hereupon your complaint 1s ; That we burden you 
with Tratlitions in multiplying of orders fine neceſſicate ad Ar- . 


thritim uſque ; ad cry oxt, Quare oneramin ritibus? And tell 
of lengthning out our Paper , which yet # not by theſe few wards 
hereuſed made very much longer. 

Bur if you had remembred rhe multitude of Canons and 


burthenſom Ceremonies , that were rigorouſly prefled, eyen - 


to the higheſt cenſure in Caſe of refuſall, and under the burchen 
whereof ſundry truely conſcientious Perſons under the late 
Prelacy did ſigh and groan : When thoſe , that were ſcandalous 
enough in their lives , eſcaped cenſur2 ( and which ſome have 
cauſe not ſo ſoon to forget ) we think you would haye ſeen «A 
tle 


